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Psalm 13 
Philippians 1:1-17; 20-21 
Preached at Stone Church of Willow Glen via Zoom by Rev. Irene Pak Lee 
June 7, 2020 

 

Dear Church … 
 

Friends, before we pray for illumination of the Word, just for some clarity, the 
sermon today is in the format of a letter to you all. It’s a bit different than my 
regular style of preaching, but earlier this week, as I was writing a pastoral 
letter to the congregation, it began resonating with me like one of Paul’s 
letters to one of the churches, and I thought it would be cool to try that out as 
well. So I just want you to hear and receive it that way this morning as it’s a 
bit different from my usual style of preaching. Let us pray. 

God in community, Holy in One, 
We are here together again this day coming as you have led us into this space. 

So for this time, continue to give us your peace and at the same time unsettle us 
as we have heard your Word and will hear it proclaimed. And may the words of 
my mouth and the meditation of all of our hearts be acceptable to you, our Rock 

and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Dear Stone Church Family and to all the saints in Christ who are here today, 
leaders and helpers, friends and strangers: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Parent and the Lord Jesus Christ. It has 
now been nearly 3 full months since I’ve seen most of you face-to-face live 
and in person, and although I have been grateful to see many of you via our 
Zoom worship services or even through online committee meetings, I’ll still 
admit it’s not the same. You are greatly missed but I continue to thank my God 
every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in my prayers for all 
of you. 
 
I know this time as the Church has not been easy, especially not being able to 
worship in the sanctuary and do all the various things we do as a faith 
community physically together. Yet I want to note that your resilience, 
kindness, phone calls, e-mails, notes, and loving patience with one another 
and with us as the pastors and staff as we have navigated these months has 
not gone unnoticed. We are incredibly grateful as we all walk through 
unchartered territory together. Thank you. 
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We do want you to know that as the body of Christ together as Stone Church, 
we are doing well overall. The Session made the faithful decision to continue 
paying all of the staff, whether or not they are able to continue working at this 
time ranging from our hourly to salaried employees. We applied for and 
received the Paycheck Protection Program loan, which our Budget and 
Finance Committee members are faithfully overseeing. Our tithes and 
offerings are still coming in as expected to maintain our 2020 annual budget 
and recently you received a letter from our finance committee expressing 
care and concern for those unable to pledge in this time. The underlying 
sentiment really seems to be that we are all in this together and we are 
seeking to still care for one another as best as we are able. 
 
While the logistics and day to day tasks and ministries of the church continue 
to do well, I want to acknowledge that the stress, burdens of unexpected 
tasks, anxieties, lost employment and lost lives of family members and loved 
ones have been extremely difficult. Many of you have navigated unexpected 
hospital stays while isolated because of the regulations in place, and many 
have not been able to grieve or memorialize the dear lives that have been lost 
in the ways in which you had hoped. Several of you became homeschool 
teachers while still trying to do your own full-time work from home. The 
pastoral staff and Deacons are holding you in prayer and we continue to 
invite you to share with us those burdens that you would like to be held in 
prayer.  
 
In the midst of writing this letter to you, on top of the burdens of a pandemic 
and shelter in place orders and navigating what all of that means, we are all 
aware of the news of the cruel injustices that have been highlighted again for 
Black lives in this country. George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery 
are only three more unjust deaths that follow countless others that have led 
to protests and the continued call and cry for Black Lives to matter.  
 
If you’ve been a part of Stone Church for a long time, you know part of our 
history has been on the forefront of the progressive movement for racial, 
gender, and LGBTQI inclusion and justice. I know many of us take pride in 
knowing that we had a pastor march with Dr. King in Selma and many of you 
remember and perhaps participated when the Session of Stone Church 
formulated the covenant of dissent to begin ordaining LGBTQI members as 
elders and deacons before the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s policy had 
changed. I am also proud to be one of the pastors of a church with this as part 
of our faith story. Each of these decisions came with a cost to the church, and 
yet we remained faithful to the Spirit’s movement. 
 



 3 

To that end, I want to continue to challenge us to take stock of the biases and 
prejudices we still hold, because we all have them. The truth is, we are not a 
racially diverse congregation and many of us come from places of privilege. It 
is too easy to merely scoff at the injustices that are happening right now 
believing we have already “arrived” and patting ourselves on the back 
without doing some continued internal analysis at our own racist behaviors 
and ideas we hold. Friends, we all have them. If you do not think you still have 
some work to do, that’s part of the problem. For some, it is easy to look away, 
and if you are able to ignore what is happening, that is also the privilege you 
have to do so. People of color do not have that choice and never have. These 
issues will not go away when the media dies down on reporting it. They are 
systemic issues that need our regular attention, so whether that continues 
through the life of the church, our homes, our own internal work, let us learn 
to speak truth with love and justice. 
 
And so my continued challenge for all of us this day is to speak, educate, and 
organize. You do not need to be flashy about it. You don’t need to post about 
it. But speak. Speak to yourself. Speak to those who need to hear from you. 
Speak something even if you do not have the prettiest words and especially 
have those conversations with your people. I know it’s easy to be afraid. But 
the real lives of beloved children of God depend on it. Black author and poet 
Audre Lorde writes honestly about the real fear that accompanies any kind of 
voice we may want to express for justice but that we must still share our 
realities, stories, and limitations because our silence does not protect us or 
anyone. 
 
She writes:  

“My silences had not protected me. Your silences will not protect you … 
What are the words you do not yet have? What are the tyrannies you 
swallow day by day and attempt to make your own, until you will 
sicken and die of them, still in in silence? We have been socialized to 
respect fear more than our own need for language. She continues, 
“Next time, ask, What’s the worst that will happen? Then push yourself 
a little further than you dare. Once you start to speak, people will yell at 
you. They will interrupt you, put you down and suggest its personal. 
And the world won’t end…And the speaking will get easier and easier. 
And you will find that you have fallen in love with your own vision, 
which you may never have realized you had. And you will lose some 
friends and lovers, and realize you don’t miss them. And new ones will 
find you and cherish you…And at last you’ll know with surpassing 
certainty that only one thing is more frightening than speaking our 
truth. And that is not speaking.” 
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Friends, talking about the sin of racism is hard under the best of 
circumstances and these are far from the best of circumstances. We are not 
together in person and we cannot talk and have real conversations face to 
face. And so my prayer is that as I challenge us to pay attention and to grow 
our own understanding, that the Pentecost Spirit that descended as tongues 
of fire will guide those conversations and learning with truth and love. Pay 
attention to all of the intersections into which our biases may take place. We 
will not be perfect at it, but we need to try. Make mistakes and try again. 
There is so much we need to unlearn when it comes to unjust systems and 
anti-racist work that we will make mistakes. But grant yourself some grace 
and keep going. Human lives depend on it.  
 
On this Trinity Sunday, a liturgical day that’s difficult to grasp and even 
harder to explain, what I can understand and seek to share with you all is that 
God in three persons means relationship and community and belonging. And 
so, as you continue to find your voice to speak into goodness, mercy, and 
justice, remember that we were never meant to do that alone. The profound 
and deep love of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer is meant to be shared 
in and through profound and deep relationships. 
 
Finally, as I close this letter, many of you know that I am getting ready any 
day now to birth another new life into this world. This will probably be my 
last letter to you until sometime in the fall but rest assured you may glimpse 
me and our growing family in an online worship or two or three. We will be 
sure to introduce our new little one to you all in one of the Zoom services. For 
a little while, I may feel further away from you, but remember that you are 
supported, surrounded, and loved. The ways in which you care for one 
another is part of what I love about serving this church! On behalf of my 
family, I want to make sure to say thank you, thank you, and thank you for 
your continued love and support for us. Because we do not have biological 
family that lives nearby, having a church family give us so much regular 
prayer and support has been an incredible gift. I would hope that the kind of 
considerate care you have shown to us will continue to expand. 
 
Brene Brown writes that “Our belonging to each other cannot be lost, but 
it can be forgotten.” (repeat) Friends, no matter what happens in these 
days, let us not forget. Let the liberation of your life not only be tied up into 
mine but tied up into the lives of the poor, the disenfranchised, the widow, the 
orphan, Black and brown lives, and all those who are oppressed. 
Acknowledge your place in the midst of these things, and keep your foot on 
the gas. 
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And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on 
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. And may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may you find your belonging 
here and share it with the world out there. 

With love and peace and joy for each one of you, 

Signed, The Rev. Irene Pak Lee 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 


