
Dear Stone Church family, 
  
Some of you, if not all of you by now, learned yesterday of another series of 
shootings in Atlanta that ended up killing eight people, six of whom were Asian 
women. This attack further marks the rising tide of violence against Asians and 
Asian Americans since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
  
We cannot ignore that the rise in such violence correlates with an increase in white 
nationalist discourse, anti-immigrant rhetoric, and the disinformation campaign 
associated with the coronavirus. But it would also be remiss of me not to mention 
that this is also rooted in historical and structural racism in our country.  
  
And although this tragic news is coming out of Atlanta right now, this is not a 
problem that is happening far away. Many reports of violence, death, and assault 
have been happening right here in the Bay Area and only recently being reported. 
  
I am writing to you with these facts, but I am also writing to you as one of your 
pastors and as an Asian American woman. I need you to see me this way. Four of the 
women who were killed in Atlanta were of Korean descent. Their faces looked like 
mine. I want you to see and know that this rising violence against the Asian 
community touches the lives of our Asian and Asian American friends and members 
here at Stone Church. They are not invisible. It touches me. It touches my family, my 
parents, and now my children. I am feeling tired, angry, and afraid, and I know many 
of our Asian siblings are feeling the same. 
  
Friends, there are many ways we could respond, but at this time, I want us to reflect 
on some questions as the people of God together: 
 
Who are we and who will we be in this time?  
Will we continue to stand with, stand by, and stand for anyone who is judged or 
hated because of the color of their skin, their sexuality, their gender identity, their 
beliefs or background?  
How will we follow in Christ's footsteps in real and practical ways? 
  
I have always been inspired and challenged by the vision statement of Stone Church 
that was written in 1946, particularly the lines that we are a church "that interprets 
the truth and challenges its times; that inspires courage for this life and hope for the 
life to come." 
  
As children of God, let us continue to celebrate the identities we bring to the space 
together, let us join in prayer for justice, let us check in on each other, give space to 



listen, learn and grow and do to the self-work we need to do to continue the work of 
anti-racism and dismantling white supremacy. 
  
If you are in need of prayer, pastoral care, or a listening ear, Rev. Sammie and I are 
available to you. Please reach out to us anytime via e-mail or a phone call. Today and 
every day, as Rev. Sammie shares at the end of every service — may we go out in the 
world in peace, and be of good courage, hold fast to everything to that is good, and 
render unto no person evil for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, 
help the afflicted, and honor all of God's children, remembering always to rest in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of God Almighty. May it be so.  
  
In faith, 
  
The Rev. Irene Pak Lee 
Associate Pastor 
 
Irene_pak@stonechurch.org 
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