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The Stone Church of Willow Glen - 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

San José, California 
January 24, 2021- 9:30 a.m. 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 

 

 

The Preparation for the Word 

Chimes 

Prelude                                                                                         Pam Hood, Interim Organist  

Welcome                                                                The Rev. Irene Pak Lee, Associate Pastor 

Call to Worship based on Psalm 62                                                  Donald Foster, Liturgist 
                                                              Amber & Ricky Rasura, Congregational Responders 

 Friends, as we prepare our beings to worship God, let us find solace and rest in 
God.  

  Our hope is from God. God alone is our rock, our salvation, and our 
fortress. We shall not be shaken. 

 In God rests our deliverance and our honor.  
  God is our mighty rock, and our refuge is in God. 
 Trust in God at all times, O people; pour out your heart before God. 
  In times of calm and in times of trouble, God is a refuge for us.  
 Let us worship God! 

Opening Hymn #339              “Be Thou My Vision”   
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Call to Confession  
As we come to this time of confession, let us open our hearts to what God is up to in 
our midst. Let us be honest about our sin and the sin of the world, that we might be 
freed to be the people God has created us to be. Let us pray with one accord:  

Prayer of Confession  
Holy One, we confess that so often we take you for granted. We take 
for granted that you will answer our prayers, that you will heal us and 
make us whole. We take for granted that you love us. 

Forgive us for not appreciating your grace and presence in our 
everyday lives. Open our hearts to all the wonders you are performing 
in our lives. You gift us with those of other cultures, that our lives 
might be blessed.  You send us friends out of places we least expect, 
that our community might be enriched. You call us to be generous 
with our blessings, so others might be graced with the gift of Jesus 
Christ. Give us faith to see you in everything and everyone around us, 
so that we may be truly grateful. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon                                                     The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 
The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and abiding in steadfast love. The 
Lord is good and compassionate to all. Sisters, brothers, and siblings in Christ, 
believe the good news: we are forgiven. We are made whole. We are set free to love 
and serve God. Halleluiah! Amen.  

Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

We Listen to God’s Word 

The Old Testament Reading       Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!’ And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he 
did not do it. 
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Anthem                  “Sound Over All Waters”                                                         Paul Halley 
Sung in 2020, Stone Church Chancel Choir;  

Nancy Kromm, Director; Christy Wait, soloist 

Presenting Bibles                                  Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator 

~ Receiving Bibles ~ 

Miles Ciccarello 
Tana Elizabeth Clark 
Amaya Josephine Easton 
Emiko Mei Easton 
Desmond Graham Hurley 

Gabriel James Hurley  
Margot Lathe 
Remy Lathe 
Evy Mattan 
Claudia Johanna Brooks Miller 

Gospel Reading                             Mark 1:14-20    

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called 
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 
followed him.  

Sermon                                  “The People’s Inauguration”             The Rev. Sammie Evans 

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Use Stone’s PayPal account via the 
“donate” button at 
https://www.stonechurch.org/; keep in 
mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 30¢ per 
transaction of the amount as a service fee, 
so you may want to adjust your gift 
accordingly. 

Use your own PayPal account to “send 
money” (without a fee) to 
office_manager@stonechurch.org, using 
your checking account, for which there are 
no fees. Enter a memo to specify the 
reason for the donation.  

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal from 
your checking. Contact 
office_manager@stonchurch.org for more 
info. 

Use your bank's online bill pay to send a 
check to Stone Church. 

Mail check: 1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125 Drop off your check in the locked mail 
box outside the office door. 

https://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:office_manager@stonchurch.org


 

 January 24, 3031   5 | P a g e  

Offertory            “Allein Gott in der Höh' sei Her” BWV 711                  J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication            

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn #332               “Live into Hope”  
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Charge and Benediction 

Postlude                   “Fugue in C Major, #33”                           Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 

ASL Interpreter ~ Amber Marince 

Zoom Worship Coordinator ~ The Rev. Sammie Evans 
 Coordinates the logistics of the worship participants, via Zoom controls. 
 Backup ~ The Rev. Irene Pak Lee 

Photo images used during the hymns are taken and prepared by Rod Thorn. 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 

Music – All rights reserved A706560 

Announcements 

Congregational Meeting Today -- Join us immediately after worship to review the pastors' Terms of 
Call, and to view a presentation of the 2021 budget. 

Environmental Justice Workshop Today -- (4-5 pm) San Jose Presbytery’s Peace and Justice 
Working Group is exploring Environmental Justice as Racial Justice, and co-hosting with Stone 
Church to present a three-part series of online workshops. This first one, “A Faithful Response: 
Indigenous Land Stewardship and Wildfire Management”, provides an opportunity for participants to 
learn and take action to support the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band's use of cultural burning techniques in 
partnership with CalFire. Register here on Eventbrite for the Zoom link to attend. ASL interpretation 
will be made available. 

Campaign to Extend the Rent Moratorium w/PACT (People Acting in Community Together) --
Call your state representative before Sun, Jan 31st, the end of the eviction moratorium put in place to 
protect tenants who have been negatively affected by the pandemic. We believe housing is a human 
right; everyone deserves a safe and affordable place to call home. Now more than ever, our collective 
well-being depends on it. Millions of Californians have been prevented from working and will not have 
the income to pay back rent owed from this pandemic period. Even those lucky enough to get back to 
work are not receiving back pay. Having spent any savings on surviving this crisis, people will simply 
not have the money. Will you call your state representative to ask them to vote in support of 
extending the moratorium? The instructions are simple, all you have to do is follow this link.  

Paraments - The parament on the make-shift “pulpit” on our Communion Table has been changed to 
Green for a period of Ordinary Time, from now until nearly the Sunday before the season of Lent, when 
it will change to Purple. “Ordinary” is not used in the same sense as “everyday”, but rather stands for 
most of the liturgical (33 weeks!), excluding special holy seasons, such as Advent and Lent.  

The Liturgical Arts group (and previously the Stone Stitchers), have filled extensive racks of banners 
and paraments for all the Liturgical Seasons of the year, including Green ones. And although the pulpit 
is draped in green, the presently hanging front-wall sanctuary banner was chosen from among the 
several Great Ends of the Church hangings completed in recent years. This one, with the blue Cross 
created by multiple 2” squares of fabric, depicts “The Proclamation of the Gospel for the Salvation of 
Humankind.” The Holy Spirit (proclaiming), signified by the Dove, is or will be a feature in all six of the 
series when completed. The Gospel is portrayed by the open Bible.   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-faithful-response-indigenous-land-stewardship-and-wildfire-management-tickets-132582962209
https://p2a.co/FpcW4Ip?p2asource%3DAB15PACT&sa=D&ust=1610496903933000&usg=AFQjCNGIQRIrXaJVnH1P1m06HzkglqH4pg
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Two others in this series have been completed and the fourth is ready to be attached to the background 
layer. Our Liturgical Arts group is eager to get back into the church and resume their monthly sewing 
work-days, and is hoping for a 2021 opening!  

Epiphany Stars -- Pick up your annual Epiphany star for 2021 from the basket located outside the 
office front door (under the mailbox) at 1937 Lincoln Ave., SJ, 95125. To limit cross contamination, 
please pick the star that is on top, a way to bring a little more faith and fate into your life!  

On-line Calendar – Our website (www.stonechurch.org) has a link to our church calendar. Most 
things are, of course, on hold, but many of our groups are still meeting via Zoom. In some cases the 
Zoom meeting link is included in the event description. Click on a calendar entry and a window will 
pop up listing event information.  

Paying Your Annual “Per Capita” is Easy -- Stone Church annually pays $40 per member (Per 
Capita) to support the PCUSA. Paying your portion means Stone doesn’t have to pay for it from church 
funds that could have gone to other useful purposes. Just write a check ($40 per member) made out to 
Stone Church, put “Per Capita” in the memo line, and mail it to the office. (For electronic payment, see 
the Offering section of the order of worship in this bulletin). This is a voluntary commitment on your 
part, not Presbyterian “dues”, but it does represent every Stone Church member’s willingness to be a 
participant in our shared mission to God’s service with all the other church’s members of the PCUSA 
denomination. 

Peace & Justice Working Group of the San Jose Presbytery works with 40+ churches in our 
Presbytery on a wide variety of social justice issues, including climate change, immigration, racism, 
homelessness, hunger and criminal justice. Follow the PJWG on Facebook and get updates on future 
education/action opportunities. 

Year-End Statements will be mailed next week. If you have questions please contact 
office_manager@stonechurch.org.  

Capital Campaign donations will be visible on your year-end statement. The amount of your 3-year 
pledge and the total paid to date will show, along with the over/under column; that will show the 
balance owed for this last year of the campaign. If you have questions about your Capital Campaign, 
please contact office_manager@stonechurch.org.  

 
  

http://www.stonechurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sanjosepby/
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
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1937 Lincoln Ave 

San Jose, Ca 
408-269-1593 

www.stonechurch.org 
The pastors’ day off is Monday.  

Email is the best way to reach the pastors, and all other staff. 

 

The Rev. Sammie Evans (Pastor) 
 sammie_evans@stonechurch.org  

The Rev. Irene Pak Lee (Assoc. Pastor)  
       irene_pak@stonechurch.org 

The Rev. Sharon LeClaire (Stated Supply) 
 Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. David McCreath (Parish Associate) 
 rovinrev@yahoo.com  

The Rev. Marge Palmer (Pastor Emerita) 
 margepalmer@comcast.net  

Nancy Kromm (Choir Director) 
 nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org  

Pam Hood (Interim Organist) pam_hood@stonechurch.org  

Mary Jo Blazek (Church School Administrator) 
 maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org  

Jennifer Scott-Brand (Office Manager) 
 office_manager@stonechurch.org  

Ruthanne Martinez (Treasurer) treasurer@stonechurch.org  

Joanne Vliet (StoneNews Editor) 
 stone_news@stonechurch.org  

Presbyterian Women - Jean Raby ringnsing@prodigy.net  

Men’s Mission & Ministry (MMM)  
      Leland Wong hikingscco@gmail.com 

Stephen Ministry Coordinators 
 Carol Lathrop carlath@sbcglobal.net  
 Pauline Moore  paulinemoorepower@gmail.com  

Prayer Chain Coordinators  
 Jan Keifer keiferjj@sbcglobal.net  
 Steven Graham stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com 

StoneCares - Stonecares@stonechurch.org 

The Board of Deacons 

Moderator ~ Janice Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Ginny Barret 
Janice Goertz 
Barbara Krause 
Wayne Martin 
Aby Ryan 
Kate Wheatley 

Sue Evans 
Steven Graham 
Jim Hagan 
Jan Keifer 
Jodi Lax 
Kelsey Lax 
Scott Nelson 
Nancy Paul 

Tim Collins 
Angie Davidson 
Nanci Eksterowicz 
Julia Kiplinger 
Mike Kunz 
Sabine Nelson 
Ronni Pahl 
Nancy Shearer 

The Elders of the Session 

Clerk of Session ~ Mel Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Fran Cole 
Bob Fraser 
Brian Gustafson 

Jody Meacham  
Stephen Lord 
Lizanne Oliver 

Amity Bateman 
Tammy Coleman 
Todd Davidson 
Julie Ludwig 
Alice McNelis 
Charlotte McNelis 
Mike Raby-Brown 

Bob Cole 
Derk Johnson 
Emily Meacham 
Nina Mundi 
Fred Oliver 
Kathy Stark 
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