
The Stone News from the Stone Church of Willow Glen  -  January-February 2019 

 

 

 

 

The 

Stone 

News 

 

 

 
      

 
 

Novm   

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2019  IN THIS ISSUE 

 
A Letter from Your Pastor 
 

Dearest Congregation, 

With the coming of the new year, I’ve 
been thinking a lot about possibility. I 
think that when we are experiencing 
anxiety and unknown—in our lives, our 
church, our nation—it’s easy to focus on 
loss and fear. So 
my question has 
been, how do we 
turn our attention 
to hope and 
possibility? I don’t 
have all the 
answers for you. I 
simply ask that you 
join me in 
pondering these 
questions in the 
coming year: What 
is possible for you 
and your family in 
the coming year? 
What is possible for 
our church? What is possible for our 
nation? If we were to cast anxiety and 
fear aside, what might become possible 
for us? 

The beauty of living in community is 
that we get to share our stories with one 
another. We get to speak forth our 
dreams, to support and encourage the 
hopes of one another, and to work 
alongside one another to discern and 
seek and live into the possibilities before 
us. It is in this vein that I want to share 

with you a little bit of Sharon LeClaire’s 
story with Stone Church.  

A few years ago, Sharon was looking for 
a church community where she could 
bring her full self and find a sense of full 
belonging. In so many ways, Stone 
Church has been that community. Last 
fall, the Session of Stone Church moved 
to create a part-time position for 
Sharon. In the next year, Sharon will 

lead worship, 
provide pastoral 
care, attend 
church meetings, 
teach adult 
education, and, if 
the way be clear, 
Preside at the 
Table. The 
Session, the 
pastoral staff, 
and the 
Committee on 
Ministry believe 
that Sharon has 
been called to 
Ordained 

Ministry, and we have all prayed, 
discerned, and cleared a path for Sharon 
to become ordained.  

Sharon officially started serving as a 
member of staff on January 1st, but she 
has been serving this community for 
several years. In the coming year, she 
will continue to offer her gifts with love, 
generosity, and wisdom, and we have 
the opportunity to honor those gifts in a 
different way.  
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Like a lighthouse, Christ is our guide; following Him 
helps avoid treacherous waters, and He shows us 
the safe way home. He provides hope, when hope is 
in short supply. (“Pigeon Point Lighthouse”© by 
artist Lynden Keith Johnson.  With permission from 
the Lord Family.) 
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The call process is inherently communal, 
so I invite and encourage you to attend 
the next Presbytery Meeting, at which 
Sharon will be questioned for 
ordination. It will take place on February 
2nd, 9am-12pm, at the Presbyterian 
Church of Los Gatos. Should the way be 
clear, Sharon will be ordained at Stone 
Church in the coming months.   

We get to help carve space for Sharon in 
ordained ministry, to affirm the call she 
has had within her for decades, and to 
be witness to the extraordinary grace of 
God and the ever-expanding kingdom 
of God. I couldn’t be prouder or more 
excited to participate in what God is 
doing among us. As we make plans for 
this year, I pray that we will continue to 
be attuned to the movements of God 
and the invitations before us to consider 
what is possible. For truly, everyday 
there will be another possibility to live 
into the kind of community that 
welcomes all, creates space for all, and 
delights in the gifts of all.  

Peace, 

Sammie 

 
 
Serving as San Jose 
Presbytery Moderator  
by Rev. Irene Pak Lee 

 
As another year has ended and a new 
one begun, I’ve had some time to 
reflect on my ministry with you. I am 
in the midst of my sixth year serving 
as your Associate Pastor and my tenth 
year as a member of the Presbytery of 
San Jose. It’s been a wild and 
wonderful journey so far!  
 
I am writing to tell you that the “wild 
and wonderful” journey will continue 
in 2019. Some of you may or may not 
know that I have been elected to serve 
as the Moderator for San Jose 
Presbytery in 2019 and I’ve begun my 
duties as acting moderator at an 
installation service for the new pastor 

at the Taiwanese Presbyterian Church 
on January 13th.  
 
This year will be a little different and 
will feel a little different for both of us 
as I navigate the duties of a presbytery 
moderator alongside being your 
Associate Pastor, also alongside being 
a mother of a full-fledged little 
toddler. I am honored by this 
opportunity and looking forward to 
what this new role will hold and mean 
for me. 
 
At a training of presbytery moderators 
across the country last November, I 
had the opportunity to hear about 
what other folks will be doing and was 
given some good tips about how to 
run a meeting “decently and in order.” 
I discovered that I have a unique and 
deep love for some good Presbyterian 
polity, and Robert’s Rules makes 
sense to me. I am also recognizing 
that my longevity with the presbytery 
has helped me develop relationships 
with many of my clergy colleagues 
and other elder colleagues in our 
geographic area. 
 
So what does this mean?  
 
I am not sure I can give a full response 
to that question because I have never 
been a presbytery moderator before. 
However, it does mean that I will be 
conducting the meetings of 
presbytery, participating in any 
installation and/or ordination services 
that may occur, and have a voice of 
guidance of the direction our 
presbytery may move. This also 
means that at the end of this year, 
Stone Church will have the privilege of 
hosting a presbytery meeting and 
extending our famous hospitality and 
welcome to our connectional and 
connected Church family. I will be 
happy to share what’s happening if 
you’re interested, and I also invite you 
to attend a presbytery meeting 
sometime if you’re curious about what 
happens. 

Speaking of which, the first meeting is 
coming up, and as part of that, I’d also 
like to invite you to attend my 
installation as the new moderator on 
Saturday, February 2nd at Los Gatos 
Presbyterian Church. I anticipate it 
will occur during the worship service 
which begins at 9:00AM. 
 
Finally, thank you for all of your 
prayers and support for me, my 
family, and our ministry together. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what this 
year will hold. 
 

Stone Church Supports 
Sacred Heart 

 

 
 
According to the San Francisco 
Chronicle’s recent article, Hidden 
Hunger: How Families Slip Through, 
one in ten Bay Area residents earns 
too little to cover the cost of living; of 
those, 62% earn too much to qualify 
for food stamps.  
 
In 2018, Stone Church gave itself a 
stretch goal of donating one ton 
(2,000 pounds) of food to Sacred 
Heart.  By December 31, 2018, we 
had donated an astounding total of 
2,369 pounds for the year! 
 

For 2019, our goal is  
2, 500 pounds! 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
we collect non-perishable food. 
Upcoming donation Sundays are 
February 3, March 3, and April 7. If 
you will be away on those dates, 
simply drop off your items on any 
Sunday at the bins in the narthex. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/article/The-hidden-hungryA-Bay-Area-paradox-13379274.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/article/The-hidden-hungryA-Bay-Area-paradox-13379274.php
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In Memoriam 
 

Rev. Dr. David Beamer 
Pastor Emeritus 

 
Throughout his years of pastoral 
service to Stone Church, David 
Beamer exemplified the 
ordination vow of “energy, 
intelligence, imagination 
and love.”  He was called by 
the congregation in 1966 as 
Associate Pastor, under the 
Rev. William Perdue.  When 
Perdue left Stone in 1969, 
David Beamer and 
Sherwood Cummins (also an 
Associate Pastor) were 
called as Co-Pastors. 
 
Co-pastorates, where shared 
ministry was the practice, 
were uncommon in the Presbyterian 
Church.  But, said the Pastor 
Nominating Committee, “We believe 
this to be the most 
effective way to 
structure the 
pastor-session-
congregation 
relationship to 
meet our goals.” 
Among the goals 
was one of “social 
engagement” and 
another “to become 
agents of 
reconciliation 
among ourselves 
and in the world.”  
Stone Church’s 
character, begun 
under William 
Perdue, continued to 
be shaped as the 
pastors worked with these goals in 
mind. 
 
Sherwood Cummins resigned in 1974 
and Beamer became Pastor. In 1980, 

after 15 years of pastoral service to 
this church, he resigned to take a 
pastorate in Ashland, OR.  He wrote to 
the congregation at that time, “. . . I 
have had a growing inner sense that 
my pastoral ministry at Stone Church 
was drawing to a close. . . .I am sure 
you can imagine how difficult a 
decision that has been for me.  My 
roots run deep into many of your 
lives.” 

 
Beamer provided leadership during 
the early years of Stone’s involvement 
in issues of justice for Gays and 

Lesbians. In 1975, 
Session voted in favor 
of admitting the 
Metropolitan 
Community Church (a 
largely gay and lesbian 
denomination) to the 
Santa Clara County 
Council of Churches.  
And in 1978, the PC 
(USA) General 
Assembly was torn by 
the issue of ordination 
standards and whether 
gays and lesbians 
could be ordained to 
the ministry.  Stone 
Church began its long 
quest for openness in 

ordination standards.  In the process, 
Beamer worked to maintain a safe 
space in the congregation for 
discussion on this and other 
contentious issues.  He was a 

compassionate teacher of the 
congregation. He welcomed and 
encouraged questions of faith, 
allowing people to be honest with 
what they believed or didn't believe, 
opening minds to a greater 
understanding of their own faith 
journey. 

 
David Beamer was a graduate of 
Whitworth College, Spokane, WA, and 
of Princeton Theological Seminary.  
He was ordained by the Presbytery of 
San Francisco in October 1955 and 
served 5 churches before his 
retirement in 1993.  In retirement, he 
taught courses in “Mind/Body Healing 
Tools” at the Santa Barbara 
Community College, as well as using 
these tools in private practice. 
David died at home on January 6, 
2019 and would have celebrated his 
89th birthday in February 2019. 
 

~ Claudia Hamm & Alice Thorn 
 
(Additional remembrances to follow in 
the next Stone News.) 
 

Services for Rev. Beamer 
Saturday, February 9th, 2 pm 

Vella Verda Senior Living 
900 Calle De Los Amigos 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

 
 

 
 
 

1969 – (l-r) Rev. Beamer, Ed Tablak, and Sandy 
Sanderson (activist Elder) 

2002 – Rev. Beamer with Bob 
James; celebration when named 
Pastor Emeritus 
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StoneWorks 
Sacred Heart 
Community 
Service is 
dedicated to 
bringing our 
community 

together to address poverty in Silicon 
Valley. Through a comprehensive 
array of community organizing 
committees, mutual support 
programs, and resources, the SHCS 
community is working together to 
improve our lives. 
 
Sacred Heart needs a volunteer 
gleaner, someone who picks up dated 
groceries from the Lucky’s on Paseo 
de Saratoga and takes them to Sacred 
Heart on Monterey Road.  Pick-ups 
are Mondays at about 7:30am. 
Volunteers will need a station wagon 
or SUV. Bill and Claire Ribble perform 
pick-ups on Thursdays and they will be 
glad to answer questions. Please 
contact the Ribbles at bill@ribble.net 
if you are interested. 
 
In the late 2000s, First Presbyterian 

Church of San Jose 
began a Front Door 

Ministries 
program to 
pack and 

give away lunches to whomever came 
asking for food.  The church has 
hungry people coming through the 
church door on Monday through 
Wednesday and Friday asking for their 
bag lunches! Learn more here. 
 

The mission 
of the 
Covenant 
Network of 

Presbyterians is to strengthen the 
church of Jesus Christ, with the help of 
God's grace.  We are called to achieve 
this goal by working for the unity of 
the church, furthering the inclusion of 
LGBTQ persons, seeking 

understanding and reconciliation, and 
joining with others seeking a still more 
just and inclusive church. 
 

 

Community Meeting: 
Homelessness and 
Affordable Housing 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

  
Homelessness affects each and every 
person who lives and works in Santa 
Clara County. The factors that lead to 
one experiencing homelessness, and 
thus the solutions to ending 
homelessness, are complex and varied. 
We are seeking to create a space where 
all members of the community may 
explore creative solutions to end 
homelessness.  
  
You are invited to participate in a 
community conversation about 
homelessness and the process for 
building affordable housing in Santa 
Clara County. The purposes of this 
gathering are to engage in meaningful 
dialogue with other members of the 
community; to learn about 
homelessness from Robert Stromberg, 
Project Manager at Destination: Home; 
and to learn about the model for 
building, sustaining, and managing 
affordable housing from Kathy 
Robinson, Director of Housing 
Development, Charities Housing.  
  
We hope you will join us for this 
conversation on January 29, 2019 from 
5:00 – 8:00 PM at Stone Church.  Please 
register at: 
http://alfsv.nonprofitsoapbox.com/co
mponent/events/event/166 

 
 

Trailwalkers 
 
Despite the changeable 
weather, Stone 

Trailwalkers have worked in some 
enjoyable hikes over the past months.  
On September 15, 2018, our destination 
was “Little Yosemite” in Sunol Regional 

Park.  After a short walk along Alameda 
Creek, we turned uphill to climb through 
grasslands and along somewhat rugged 
forested paths.  The scenery made it all 
worthwhile!  Our October 2018 hike 
took place in the newly opened Rancho 
San Vincente area of Calero County 
Park.  From the large parking lot, hikers, 

cyclists, and horse riders can access an 
array of hiking trails, most of which are 
quite open and best visited during the 
cooler temperatures of fall.  Our group 
of ten hikers included young Joshua and 
Dad Zach who were joining us for the 
second time.   
 
We skipped our November 2018 hike 
due to smoky air quality from Northern 
California wildfires, and the month of 
December 
2018 as 
usual due 
to busy 
holiday 
calendars, 
but hit the 
trail again 
in 
January.    
 
January 12, 2019, found seven 
Trailwalkers at the top of Mt. Umunhum 
appreciating the 360-degree views, 
which were breath-taking even on a 
partly overcast day.  We eventually 
descended the long stairway leading to 
an access point to the Bay Ridge Trail 
and hiked gently downhill for 3.6 miles 
to our awaiting cars. 
 
Our next hike is scheduled for Saturday, 

February 16 at Rancho Cañada del Oro 
in Calero County Park.  All are 
welcome! 

https://sacredheartcs.org/
https://sacredheartcs.org/
https://sacredheartcs.org/
https://www.fdcsj.org/
https://covnetpres.org/
https://covnetpres.org/
https://covnetpres.org/
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2019 Flower Chart 

 
Have you noticed the beautiful flower 
arrangements at church on Sunday? 
At every service, throughout the year, 
the Worship Committee ensures 
beautiful flower arrangements are 
displayed in the Narthex and on the 
Retable, creating an opportunity for 
anyone in our church family to 
memorialize or honor a loved one or 
special event. 

 

Consider the beauty of your favorite 
fresh flowers artistically arranged to 
enhance the Stone Church worship 
experience. The possibilities are 
endless! Imagine an array of flowers in 
a spectrum of color arranged in an 

antique vase or your grandmother’s 
footed glass compote.  

 
With a choice of 
Sundays, a donor 
can choose to 
place a fresh floral 
arrangement on 
the Retable or in 
the Narthex. You 
are welcome to 
create your own 
floral design or, if 

you wish, assistance is always 
available from Diane Van Den Bosch 
on the Worship Committee.  
 
Office Manager Jennifer Scott-Brand 
will help coordinate your special 
message written for the Sunday 
bulletin to celebrate or remember a 
birthdate, anniversary, or loved one. 
The 2019 Flower Chart is posted on 
the bulletin board outside the Nursery 
near the Social Hall. Dates fill up 
quickly so stop by soon to reserve your 
special Sunday(s) for a remembrance 
opportunity.   
 
Questions? Please contact Diane Van 
Den Bosch at dianevdb@comcast.net 
or Jennifer Scott-Brand at 
office_manager@stonechurch.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We sincerely thank our 2018 
flower contributors! 

 
Barbara Arata & Family 

Carrie Giorgianni & Family 
Charlotte Dickinson & Family 

Claudia Hamm & Family 
Dale Bracey & Family 
Gail Chaid & Family 

Glenda Bowman & Family 
Jean Holsinger & Family 
Jeanette Rapp & Family 
Jenefer Curtis & Family 

Joan Helms & Family 
Karen Scott & Family 

Marge Palmer & Family 
Mike Breuleux & Family 
The Blackwood Family 
The Burgyam Family 

The Cole Family 
The Deacons & Session 

The Faber Family 
The Keifer Family 

The Lococo Family 
The Meacham Family 

The Nelson Family 
The Oliver Family 
The Raby Family 

The Ribble Family 
The Summers Family 

The Tablak Family 
The Thorn Family 

The VanDen Bosch Family 
The Williams Family 

The Zisch Family 
Worship Committee  

Wynn Barnes and Family 

 

 
Flowers for Bill Palmer 

  Gail Chaid Floral Donation 

Meacham Family Floral Donation 

June Tablak and her Floral Donation 
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Welcome to our  
New Members! 

 
In November 2018, Stone Church held 
a class for prospective new members, 
to learn about Presbyterianism and 
specifically about Stone 
Church.  In December 
2018, five wonderful 
individuals joined our 
congregation!  
 
Please take a moment to 
learn about them: 
 
Sabine Nelson: My name is 
Sabine and I’m from 
France, a picturesque little 
place in Alsace, which I still 
consider my true home.  I 
am fortunate to return 
every summer and 
Christmas Season to be 
with my big family and 
friends. 
 
I met my husband Scott in Hawaii 
while on vacation 17 years ago. We 
got married a year later and I moved 
to Hawaii where we stayed 8 years 
and had our son Cheyne, who will turn 
13 in a few days. After spending 4 
years in France we moved back to The 
States, to California to help out with 
Scott’s parents.  I currently work on 
the French Siri project for Apple.  
 
I love spending time in the outdoors, 
going for hikes or bike rides, doing 
some gardening. In my spare time I 
also like to relax in front of a good 
movie. I was raised with God’s word 
and loved the Church in my village in 
which I was playing the organ for 20 
plus years. I was also a youth group 
leader and took care of the flower 
arrangements for many years.  
 
As we came to San Jose, it was very 
important to find a Church that we 
like. My husband arrived a few months 
before Cheyne and me to prepare the 

path and found Stone Church. We 
went together and I loved it right 
away, all of it, the pastors, the great 
music, the people and the building. 
We are happy to be part of this new 
family and are looking forward to this 
new adventure. 

 
Scott Nelson:  I was born and raised in 
Willow Glen.  After earning my B.S. 
degree from Santa Clara University, I 
moved to Hawaii to raise my first son.  
Growing up surfing in Santa Cruz, I 
spent a great deal of time in Hawaii 
surfing, as well as hiking and chasing 
really big fish!   I became a 
single father, which I had 
learned to be content with, 
when Sabine visited my 
Church while she was on 
vacation.  Neither one of us 
was interested in finding a 
partner at the time, 
especially from the other 
side of the world, but God’s 
plan intervened. I was the 
Youth Minister at Calvary by 
the Sea on Oahu when we 
met.  We married and have been 
blessed with a wonderful son 
together, Cheyne, who will become a 
teenager this month. 

I attended the University of Hawaii for 
some post-baccalaureate studies, and 
then earned my Master of Education 
degree in the study of Counseling 
Psychology. Having recently 
transitioned back to California, I am 
currently working as a substitute 

Teacher, and doing 
contract paralegal and 
investigative work. 
 
After months of - painful at 
times - Church shopping, I 
am so pleased to have 
found Stone Church.  
Sabine and I both feel we 
have found a wonderful 
Church home again! 
 
Elizabeth Sarmiento: I am 
originally from Honduras, 
and I am the founder and 
manager of Smart Yards 
Co-op, which specializes in 

the design, construction, and 
maintenance of ecological 
landscapes – emphasizing 

native, drought-tolerant and edible 
plants.  I’m passionate about 
gardening, cooking, social justice, and 
environmental issues. I’m married to 
my wonderful husband, Eric Olson, 
and have an adult son and a beautiful 
grand-daughter. 
 

(cont’d) 

 
  

(l-r) Rev. Irene Pak Lee,  Sabine & Scott Nelson, Elizabeth 
Sarmiento & Scott Nelson, Nanci Eksterowicz, and Rev. 
Sammie Evans 
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Eric Olson: I grew up in San Jose and 
work as a civil/water resources 
engineer at the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District.  In my free time, I like 
to garden, make compost from yard 
and kitchen waste, read, bake, and 
make jam.  I’m passionate about 
environmental issues, and enjoy music 
and spending time with my wonderful 
wife Elizabeth Sarmiento. 
 

 
Nanci Eksterowicz: I live in Willow 
Glen and am a retired Risk Manager. I 
was a Child Advocate for a foster child 
who now has graduated from college. 
I am originally from Philadelphia and 
graduated from Penn State. My 
current commitments include the 
American Association of University 
Women, which promotes equity and 
opportunity for women and girls. 
Stone is my first Presbyterian Church. 

 

Our next class for prospective new 

members will be held on March 17, 

2019. 

 
 

 

Session Reports 
by Julia Roberts 

 
Below is a summary of the Session 
Meetings in December 2018 and 
January 2019: 
 
Actions of Session: 
 
1) Approved, with minor 
modifications, a letter of support to 
the Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh. This letter will be available 
for any members and friends of Stone 
to sign during social hour, and will be 
delivered along with a prayer shawl. 
 
2) Accepted the generous gift of a new 
piano for the Social Hall, replacing the 
former piano which has served 
faithfully for many years, and has now 
been adopted by Peggy Spool.  
 
3) Reviewed the final budget for 2018. 
Stone Church received slightly more 
income and spent slightly less than 
the final budget and ended with a 
surplus. 
 
4) Reviewed and received the 
projected budget for 2019.  
 
Anticipating a drop of roughly $20,000 
in total income, all committees have 
made cuts in line-item projections.  
The most significant sacrifice has been 
made by StoneWorks, which has 
accepted large cuts in mission giving 
in order to help bring the budget into 
balance. In some cases, committees 
can tap into existing funds to maintain 
services. (Funds are not considered in 
the annual budget, and require 
Session approval for expenditures. 
Unlike the budget which is based on 
annual pledges, funds do not 
automatically replenish, so drawing 
from them is a short-term solution 
only.) The Budget Review Committee 
will reconvene and bring a 
recommendation to Session on an 
equitable disbursement of surplus 
from 2018; a strong possibility is to 

use a specific existing fund consisting 
of matching gifts from a local 
company with employees who pledge 
to the church. 
 
5) Approved funding for Sharon 
LeClaire in a part-time stated supply 
position, with funds to be drawn from 
the surplus fund balance. 
 
6) Approved a motion from Buildings 
& Grounds to install a sound loop, 
purchase additional hearing 
assistance devices, and replace 
sanctuary carpeting (these must be 
done together), totaling $30,000, to 
be drawn from designated donations, 
the major maintenance fund, and 
Presbytery grants. 
 
Committee Reports:  
 
Personnel & Administration: is 
bringing forward a new privacy policy 
for the church, to be brought to 
Session; also, developing job 
descriptions for the pastoral staff. 

Membership & Communications: 
reports 3 Stone members attending 
an upcoming Stephen Ministers 
training. 
 
Health: reports a successful blood 
drive in December 2018. 
 
Building and Grounds: working on 
sound-system solutions (see Session 
item 6). 
 
Budget & Finance: all budget, all the 
time.2018 funds came in behind 
predictions (both pledged and loose 
offering), and committees are 
tightening their belts further for 2019 
due to a drop in pledges. 
 
StoneWorks: donated their remaining 
2018 funds to Sacred Heart; continues 
to develop a relationship with PACT 
(People Acting in Community 
Together), including offering Stone as 
a site for PACT’s Sanctuary 
Accompaniment Training in January; 

Eric Olson Baptism 
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reported success with the Giving 
Christmas Tree; continues to support 
Willow Glen Cares with mentoring and 
tutoring; is planning for the teen 
shopping trip in March and the 
Rotating Shelter in September; will 
work with Session to find ways to 
restore mission funds lost to the 2019 
budget shortfall. 

Deacons – hosted 25 children on 
Parents’ Day Out; continues their 
ministry of delivering flowers to the 
homebound. 

Presbyterian Women: continues to 
increase public awareness of human 
trafficking; is planning a fun church 
outing to visit historical sites in Willow 
Glen, including the Roberto Adobe; 
organizing an Epiphany Tea for 
January; reports record-breaking Fair 
Trade sales in December; made 
donations to several charities. 
 
Worship: worked hard to take down 
Christmas decorations, with the help 
of many volunteers (thanks!); has 
coordinated recent repairs to the 
organ; reported a significant increase 
in donations of sanctuary flowers on 
Sundays (47 out of 52 in 2018). 
 

 

Taize Services 
 

 
 

As we enter into a new year, consider 
attending an upcoming Taize service.  
These quiet, special services allow us 
to stop, sit peacefully and breathe in 
the beauty of candlelight in our 
sanctuary. Taize services are held 
every first Tuesday from 6:45-7:30pm 
with additional services during Lent 
and Advent. Upcoming services will be 
on February 5; March 5, 12, 19, and 26; 
April 2, 9, and 16, and May 7. 

Confirmation Class 2019 
 

 
 
Our most recent class of confirmands 
began their study sessions in January 
2019 and, should they choose, will be 
confirmed this spring.  This class 
represents the largest confirmation 
class in the past 10 years! Participating 
youth will be learning about God, 
Church, faith, and engaging in 
questions together for 10 sessions. 
They will be paired with a mentor and 
will journey together with a decision 
they will make on their own about 
whether or not they would like to join 
the church.  A heartfelt thank you to 
Rev. Irene Pak Lee and Rosaleen 
Zisch, for leading our children, and 
to adult mentors Lizanne Oliver, 
Carrie Giorgianni, Emily Meacham, 
Carol Johnson-Fritz, Mary Jo Blazek, 
Mary-Stone Bowers, Meredith 
Hurley, Bill Ribble, Bill Lakatos, Derk 
Johnson, and John Lococo. 
 
 

 

Stone Church Nurse Mary Johnson 
reported that our December blood drive 

was very successful with 27 units donated! 
Mark your calendars for our next blood 

drive on Saturday, April 20, 2019! 

 

Adult Study Classes 
 
On Sunday, January 27, 2019, join 
Sharon LeClaire, M.Div, MATS, for 
“Theodicy: Thoughts on God’s 
Presence in Times of Suffering”; a 
discussion of that part of theology 
concerned with defending the 
goodness of God in the face of the 
suffering of the world, and on its 
different schools of thought. And on 
Feb 3, 2019, join “The Art of Seeing“ 
with amateur photographer Leonard 
Brzezinski, an exploration of how 
many photographers see the world: in 
small details, often images that are 
overlooked, or even dismissed as ugly. 
Stop and ponder things most people 
wouldn’t give a second glance, and in 
return you’ll develop a greater 
appreciation of the common beauty in 
the world.  

 

Meditation at Stone 
 
The regular practice of meditation can 
be a great way to enhance your spiritual 
practice. It’s a powerful experience to sit 
with others, focused on this method of 
prayer. No experience is needed and all 
are welcome. We meet on the first 
Thursday of the month, and our next 
meeting is February 7, 2019 (7- 8pm) 
in the Library. If you have questions, 
contact Kathleen O’Brien. 

 

Safety Committee 
Presents: Do One Thing 

Considering updating your emergency 
kit or disaster preparedness plans in 
the new year? The church Safety 
Committee has found a great resource 
for ideas! Do One Thing offers simple 
monthly suggestions of ways we can 
each prepare.  For example, the 
January suggestion is plan what to do 
if you need to evacuate; take steps to 
prevent damage to your home; and 
learn which disasters affect your area.  
Videos and supplemental documents 
can be found at Do One Thing. 

mailto:kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com
http://do1thing.com/audiences/individuals
http://do1thing.com/audiences/individuals
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From the Reading Nook 
by Sue Williams, Library Coordinator 
 

Welcome to a new 
year of books we hope 
you'll find interesting 
and enjoyable! These 
are recent additions to 

the Children's Chapel Library: 

* The Wonderful Tree: A Story of the 
Seasons by Adelaide Holl (Read-Aloud 
Hol)  

* My Friend and I by Lisa Jahn-Clough 
(1st Bks Jah) 

* Yaffa and Fatima Shalom, Salaam by 
Jawzia Gilani-Williams J 296.3 Fil) 

* The Underground Railroad by Carla 
Williams (J 973 Wil)  

* I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes 
Her Mark by Debbie Levy (J Biog 
Ginsburg) 

* Martin's Big Words by Doreen 
Rappaport (J Biog King) 

* Notes from a Liar and Her Dog by 
Gennifer Choldenko (YA Ch Lib Cho) 

* Totally Joe by James Howe (YA Ch 
Lib How) 

 
Additions in Lincoln House: 
 
* My Life in Black & White by 
Natasha Friend (YA Fri)  
 
* Quotations to Cheer You Up When 
the World Is Getting You Down by Allen 
Klein (082 Kle) 

* The Book of J, given by the Hagan 
family 

* Doubts and Loves: What Is Left of 
Christianity by Richard Holloway 
(270.8 Hol, given by Charlotte Dickson 

* Illustrated Dictionary of Religions by 
Philip Wilkinson (291.03  Wil)  

* Plan B 4.0: Mobilizing to Save 
Civilization by Lester Brown (Ecol 333.7 
Bro), given by Pat Magee 

* The Cat in the Window & Other 
Stories of the Cats We Love ed. by 
Callie Grant (Ecol 636 Gra)  
 
* Inspiring Progress: Religions' 
Contributions to Sustainable 
Development by Gary Gardner (Soc. 
Iss. 261.8 Gar) 
 
* Healing Wounded Emotions: 
Overcoming Life's Hurts by Martin 
Padovani (Spec. Needs 158 Pad) 
 
* Trusted Voices: Spiritual Wisdom 
from Lost Generations of Women by 
Diane Karay Tripp (Women 200 Tri) 
 
* A Tale of Love and Darkness by 
Amos Oz (Biog Oz), given by the 
Cole Family 
 
* Next to Love by Ellen Feldman (Fic 
Fel)  

 
 

 
Stone Church  

Little Free Library 
  
Our Little Free Library will be two-years 
old this coming April!  Funded by 
Presbyterian Women; built by Jim 
Hamm and grandson, Logan; decorated 
by Jeanette Rapp; and installed by the 
Men’s Mission Work Group, it has fared 
quite well with only a few minor 
complications.  Your support of this 
outreach project to our neighborhood is 
very much appreciated.  
 
You may wonder how the Little Free 
Library movement began so here is its 
story: 
 

Todd Boi tore down his old garage 
door in 2006, the year his mother 
died.  Using scrap wood, he created 
something new, a box shaped like a 
little red schoolhouse.  He set it on a 
post in his yard in Hudson, Wisconsin, 
and included a door that opened to 
give access to the books he placed 
inside.  He felt this would keep his 
school teacher mother’s legacy alive.  
 
When Boi realized people loved the 
idea of small, free library boxes, he 
and a friend worked to extend the 
magic, building and giving away the 
boxes.  With national media attention 
in 2011, the movement grew 
exponentially and Boi formed the 
nonprofit Little Free Library.  Little 
Free Libraries come as kits to be built, 
already made, or created by 
individuals with great imagination and 
whimsy.  
 
Todd Boi died on October 18, 2018 at 
age 62 of pancreatic cancer, but not 
before 75,000 Little Free Library boxes 
had been created and the movement 
had spread worldwide.  They can be 
found on people’s lawns, in public 
parks, at New York City subway stops 
and even in a refugee camp in 
Uganda. They are located in hospitals 
in Ireland, prisons in Wisconsin, police 
stations in Los Angeles, outside a 
school in Sudan and on the Yamai 
Peninsula in Siberia where reindeer 
herders live.  People place books in 
them and take books away in an easy 
exchange that public library founder 
Andrew Carnegie might have envied.  
The Little Free Library movement has 
a presence in 50 states and 88 
countries.  
 
To learn more, go to 
LittleFreeLibrary.org.  There you will 
find photos of creative and whimsical 
library boxes and a map to view where 
libraries may be located in your own 
neighborhoods.  
 

~Claudia Hamm 
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Wine Tasting 
and Auction 

The annual Wine 
Tasting & Auction 
on February 2, 
2019, is selling 
out quickly. There 
are only 70 tickets 

available so check with Bill Ribble for 
availability if you want to attend but 
have not yet obtained your tickets. 

This fund raising event is sponsored by 
the Men’s Mission & Ministry for the 
purpose of donating funds to Camp 
Fire Victims, Rebuilding Together 
Silicon Valley, and the Senior High 
Mission trip. 

Tickets are a $35 donation which 
includes 5 wine tasting pours and 3 
raffle tickets. Additional wine and 
raffle tickets may be obtained with 
additional donations. 

The entertainment at this event is 
Toby Wessels on the piano for the first 
hour and Jody Meacham, auctioneer, 
and sidekick for the rest of the event.  
There will be many fine items and 
experiences to bid on so bring your 
check book.  Doors open at 6pm and 
we finish by 9pm.  

Book Group 

The Men's Book Group meets on the 
third Monday of each month at the 
home of one of the guys.   A new 
group of books was recently selected 
for reading this spring.  Check the 
website, www.stonechurch.org, for 
the books and the location of the 
meetings.  If you are interested or 
have questions, contact David 
McCreath. 

Breakfast 

The next Men's Breakfast is March 16, 
2019, 8am 
to 9:30am 
and will 
feature our 
own Gary 
Fritz, Vice 
President at 

Stanford Health Care.  His 
presentation will focus on some 
current developments and advances in 
health care. Gary and his wife Carol 
Johnson recently became members of 
Stone Church. 

Camp Daybreak 

The Men's Mission & Ministry will be 
returning to Camp Daybreak Christian 
Camp on April 27, 2019, to help Rich, 
the manager, with many of the major 
maintenance chores.  This is a one day 
trip, leaving Stone Church around 8am 
and returning around 3:30pm.  It is a 
great opportunity to make a 
significant contribution in the local 
area.  Work in the past has included 
building a performance stage, 
rehabilitating the amphitheater 
benches, painting buildings, and lots 
of other tasks.  This trip is open to 
both men and women of the church 
and is a great opportunity work 
shoulder to shoulder with other, 
getting to know people better.  If you 
are interested or have questions, 
contact Leland Wong. 

Building 
Memories  

Every 
Spring, the 
Men's 
Mission & 

Ministry provides an opportunity for 
kids to learn how to use common 
tools.  This event is Building 
Memories.  The event will be held in 
the backyard at Stone on May 16, 
2019, from 10am to 1pm.  There will 
be stations for kids to learn the proper 
techniques for sawing wood, driving 
screws, tightening bolts, drilling holes, 
and hammering nails.  Upon finishing 
the skills portion, kids will be 
encouraged to build a project.  The 
nature of the project is yet to be 
determined but it will be fun!  If you 
have an interest or questions, contact 
Eric Olson. 

 

Youth Group: Mark Your 
Calendars! 

February 10, 5-7PM – Making cookies 
and cards for Front Door Ministries 

February 24, 5-7PM –Game Night!  

March 10, 5-7PM –Lenten Trivia Night 
in teams (Rev. Sammie Evans is an 
invited guest this night) 

March 24, 5-7PM – Bowling! 

April 14, 5-7PM –Annual Ukrainian 
Egg painting  

April 21, (Easter)-Sunrise service and 
annual breakfast outing to Bill’s Café 
on Pastor Irene 

April 28, 5-7PM –Writing liturgy and 
prep for Youth Sunday 

May 5 (Youth Sunday)! 

May 12, 5-7PM  – Flower planting & 
weeding  

May 26, 5-7PM  –  “TRADE-UP” game  

(Graduate recognition during worship 
that morning at 9:30AM) 

June 9th – Pool Party at Glenda’s! 

For more info, contact Rev. Irene Pak-Lee. 

mailto:Irene_Pak@StoneChurch.Org
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Youth Christmas Party 

 

 

 
Luminarias in the sanctuary 

 

  
Youth speakers on Christmas Eve 

 

 
   

Figure  
 
 

  
 

 

 
Shepherds at the early service 

 

 
Shepherds, angels, wise men & women, 

kings and Holy Family 

 

 
Lighting candles 

 
Singing on our  beautiful patio on 

Christmas Eve 

 
Mark on Christmas Eve 

http://imageevent.com/dado/winetastingauction?p=11&n=1&m=24&c=4&l=0&w=4&s=0&z=2
http://imageevent.com/dado/winetastingauction?z=2&c=4&n=25&m=24&w=4&x=0&p=38
http://imageevent.com/dado/christmasevefamily?z=2&c=4&n=1&m=24&w=4&x=0&p=36
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Christmas Eve 

 
Holy Family on Christmas Eve 

 

 
MaryJo and Derk (aka Johnny Appleseed) 

during a fall service 

 

 
Letter to Tree of Life Synagogue from Stone 

Church 

 

 
Prayer Shawl for Tree of Life Synagogue 

 

 
Interfaith Service 2018 

 

 
Interfaith Service 2018 

 
 
 
 

 
Handbells work their magic 

 
Karen Thielen 

 

 
Stephen Ministers 

 

 
Bruce Cotter 

 

 

 Master of Fine Ties and Sound Systems 
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