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The Stone Church of Willow Glen - 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 
San José, California 

 
April 18, 2021 - 9:30 a.m. 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

A Special Presentation:  
A Worship with Wild Things 

 

 

The Preparation for the Word 

Prelude                                                                                      Pam Hood, Organist 

Welcome                   The Rev. Irene Pak Lee, Associate Pastor 

Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership     Joyce Summers 

Call to Worship   from Psalm 148                                               Judy West, Liturgist 
Fran and Bob Cole, Congregational Responders 

 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise the Lord in the heights!  
  Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!  

Praise God, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them all 
praise the name of the Lord, for God commanded and they were created.  

  God established them for ever and ever.  
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow 
and frost, stormy wind fulfilling God’s command! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Wild animals and 
all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men 
and women alike, old and young together!  

Let us praise the name of the Lord, for God’s name alone is exalted; 
God’s glory is above heaven and earth. 

 Let us, along with the wild things, worship our God! 

Opening Hymn #455 “All Creatures of Our God and King”   
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Call to Confession  
Beloveds, we are made in the divine image of God. God saw it fit to form us from 
the earth, to breathe life into us, and to call us good. Yet we go our own way, 
causing harm to not only ourselves and our God, but to the entire planet. So we 
must come again and again to a time of confession. This is a time to speak the truth 
about our lives, remember who and whose we are, and seek to turn back to God 
and God’s ways. Let us pray together: 

Prayer of Confession  
 Giver of Life, in the midst of a plundered earth, we groan with Creation: 
  Have mercy on us. 
 Giver of Life, in the midst of poisoned water, we groan with Creation: 
  Have mercy on us. 
 Giver of Life, in the midst of mountains of waste, we groan with Creation: 
  Have mercy on us. 
 Giver of life, in the midst of rising seas, we grown with Creation: 
  Have mercy on us. 

Giver of Life, forgive us and make us agents of healing for the good of your 
Creation through Jesus, the Christ, we pray.  

  Amen. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon                  The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 
In the waters of baptism, God pours out mercy and blessing upon us all. My dear  
friends, know that you are forgiven, be at peace, and go forth to share this blessing 
with all. Let us be restorers and healers so that the groans of Creation might be 
transformed into shouts of praise and thanksgiving. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Passing of the Peace Liturgy  
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

New Member Welcome    
Jenny Pichon, Katie & Marshall Sandoval-Clark, Peggy Spool, Vern Tegger 

Question to the Congregation 
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to welcome, guide, and 
nurture Jenny, Katie, Marshall, Peggy, and Vern by word and deed, with love and 
prayer, receiving their gifts into our midst and encouraging them to know and 
follow Christ and to be faithful members of God’s church? We do! 
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We Listen To God’s Word 

Children’s Sermon                     Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator 

Old Testament Reading  Psalm 138 
I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down towards your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your 
word above everything. On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my 
strength of soul. 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of 
your mouth. They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of 
the Lord. For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he 
perceives from far away. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my 
enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 
The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures 
forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

A Worship with Wild Things ~ Part 1 

Scenes Music 

A Mountain Explodes 
• Climb & views from the top  

~Mount St. Helens, 1968 

• St. Helens erupts ~ 8:32 AM, May 18, 1980 

Mount St. Helens Symphony 
3rd movement (excerpts) 

Alan Hovhaness 
 

Exploration, Adventure, Danger 

• Death Valley National Monument 

• Grand Canyon National Park 

• Mooney and Havasu Falls 

• Scenes from the Swiss Alps 

• Climbing the Matterhorn 

Kyrie: from Missa Gaia  
~ with wolves ~ 

Paul Winter Consort 

Kyrie Eleison ~  Lord have mercy upon us 

Christe Eleison ~ Christ have mercy upon us 

Kyrie Eleison ~ Lord have mercy upon us 
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New Testament Reading  Romans 8:22-27 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

A Worship with Wild Things ~ Part 2     

Scenes Music 

Exploration, Adventure, Joy 

• Fractal Designs* 

• Inside Passage to Alaska 

• Olympic National Park 

• Big Sur  
• High Sierra scenes 

 

Canticle of Brother Sun, 

All praise be yours through Brother Sun, 
All praise be yours through Sister Moon, 
By Mother Earth my Lord be praised, 
By Brother Mountain, Sister Sea, 
Through Brother Wind and Brother Air, 
Through Sister Water, Brother Fire, 
The Stars above give thanks to thee 
All praise to those who live in peace. 

All praise be yours through Brother Wolf, 
All praise be yours through Sister Whale 
By Nature’s song my Lord be praised 
By Brother Eagle, Sister Loon, 
Through Brother Tiger, Sister Seal, 
Through Sister Flower, Brother Tree, 
Let creatures all give thanks to thee, 
All praise to those who live in peace. 

Missa Gaia 

Ask of the Beasts and they shall 
teach you 
The beauty of the Earth. 
Ask of the Trees and they shall 
teach you 
The beauty of the Earth. 
Ask of the Beasts and they shall 
teach you 
The beauty of the Earth. 
Ask of the Flowers and they shall 
teach you 
The beauty of the Earth. 

~ Chant ~ 
Brother Sun, Sister Moon, 
Brother Sun, Sister Moon, etc. 

A feast of color 

• High Sierra scenes, continued 
(fractal*) 

• Bryce National Park 
(fractal*) 

• Flowers 

• “Staircase to Heaven” (fractal*) 

• The night sky 
 - Aurora Borealis & Nebulae 

Agnus Dei, Missa Gaia  
~ with harp seals ~ 

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi 
 O Lamb of God who takest away 
 The sins of the world 

Miserere nobis ~ Have mercy upon us 

Dona nobis pacem ~ Grant us thy peace. 

Acknowledgements 

St. Helens eruption photos: 

• Finley Holiday Films 

• Skybird Enterprises 

• As well as many individual photographers 
 

Planetary and night sky photos: 

• “Our Universe” slides avail. at NASA-Ames 

Northern lights photos: 

• University of Alaska  

*The fractal designs are based on the Mandelbrot set.   
They were created on Rod’s home computer using free internet software. 
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We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Use Stone’s PayPal account via the 
“donate” button at 
https://www.stonechurch.org/; keep in 
mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 30¢ per 
transaction of the amount as a service fee, 
so you may want to adjust your gift 
accordingly. 

Use your own PayPal account to “send 
money” (without a fee) to 
office_manager@stonechurch.org, using 
“friends and family” and your checking 
account, for which there are no fees. Enter 
a memo to specify the reason for the 
donation.  

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal from 
your checking. Contact 
office_manager@stonchurch.org for info. 

Use your bank's online bill pay to send a 
check to Stone Church. 

Mail check: 1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125 Drop off your check in the locked mail 
box outside the office door. 

Offertory    “Vorspiel”                           Justin Heinrich Knecht (1752-1817) 

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication            

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn #553  “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

Charge and Benediction 

Postlude    “Alla Marcia”                                  Thomas Adams (1785-1858) 
  

https://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:office_manager@stonchurch.org
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ASL Interpreter ~ Hannah Pahl 

Zoom Worship Coordinator ~ The Rev. Sammie Evans 
 Coordinates the logistics of the worship participants, via Zoom controls.  
 Backup ~ The Rev. Irene Pak Lee 

Photo images used during the hymns are taken and prepared by Rod Thorn. 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 

Cover originally created/used in 2013. The language, Turkish, the translation: “Music 
changes the world.” 

Music – All rights reserved A706560 

Announcements 

Flowers on the Retable are dedicated to The Rev. Marge Palmer, in celebration of her April 15th 
birthday! See the end of these announcements for the list of April birthdays and anniversaries.  

Adult Ed Today (11am). Presented by Stone Church member Katie Sandoval-Clark, this class will 
discuss the history of the juvenile justice system in the U.S., the disproportionality of Black and Brown 
youth in the system, the state of our local juvenile justice system here in Santa Clara County, and 
promising practices and reforms to the system that are gaining traction. We'll also have an 
opportunity to look at how our faith and values respond to the injustices we see in the juvenile justice 
system, and what we can do to galvanize change. The United States holds 5% of the world's 
population, but 25% of its prison population, and according to one study from 2019, "on any given 
day, over 48,000 youth in the United States are confined in facilities away from home as a result of 
juvenile justice or criminal justice involvement." Since the mid-1800s, well-intentioned people have 
worked to create a juvenile justice system that, in theory, supports and cares for young people who 
have made poor choices. But at every step along the way, the juvenile justice system has, in practice, 
been rife with abuse, trauma, racism, and oppression of youth in our care. What is happening in the 
juvenile justice system today? How did we get here, and what can we do to better support some of 
the most marginalized children in our community? Join the conversation. 

  

MEETING-LINK 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81912710217? 
pwd=eXVhYkIrcHY4LzVrWXNKZk5wZlh6QT09 
 
Meeting ID: 819 1271 0217 
Passcode: stone 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,81912710217# US (San Jose) 
+14086380968,,81912710217# US (San Jose) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington 
DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 819 1271 0217 
Find your local number: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd7nnLAc5B 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81912710217?pwd=eXVhYkIrcHY4LzVrWXNKZk5wZlh6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81912710217?pwd=eXVhYkIrcHY4LzVrWXNKZk5wZlh6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd7nnLAc5B
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Liturgical Banner – The banner at the right is the second in our series of “The Six 
Great Ends of the Church:” The shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the 
children of God, as listed in the Presbyterian Church’s Book of Order.  
Multi-hued figures represent all the children of God. The Dove’s wings are tipped 
downward, sheltering God’s people who are nurtured by knowledge, symbolized by 
the oil lamp of learning, embroidered with the Greek words for Jesus Christ.  

Annual Honorary Life Membership and Recognition Awards - Today, Stone 
Church Presbyterian Women present 2020’s Honorary Life Membership Award and 
a Recognition gift. Life memberships are given by a PW church group to women, 
men, and youth; the recipients receive both a pin and a certificate. 
Memorial/Recognition gifts are given to honor a person for her/his contributions to 
the work of PW &/or the church community. 

Honorary Life Memberships are rooted in a tradition that began in 1912. It is 
uncertain when Stone Church started conferring this honor, but it was originally  
linked to the church’s celebration of “Gifts of Women’s Sunday”. Since 1991, 50 
women and 7 Men at Stone Church have been recipients of Honorary Life 
Membership, and  6 members have received Certificates of Recognition. 

Funds for both awards support Presbyterian Women’s leadership development 
grants. 
The Honorary Life Membership pin’s design was adopted in the late 1980’s, in celebration of the 
coming together of Presbyterian Women from the former United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.) to make the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

• The caring, supportive hands represent women who seek to build an inclusive community of 
Presbyterian Women. 

• The leaf represents growth of our personal and corporate response to Jesus Christ as we 
nurture our faith. 

• The dove indicates our work for peace in our own lives and throughout the world, shown in the 
globe. 

• At the center of the design is the cross, by which our sins are forgiven and we are freed to live 
in Christ who is at the center of our lives. 

• The overall design is of the butterfly, a symbol of newness in Christ and emergence of new 
creation, Presbyterian Women. 

Graduate Recognition – During worship on Sun Jun 6th, we will recognize our 2021 High School 
and College graduates. If that’s you (or your child is graduating), and you’d like to be included, please 
provide your name, name of school you are graduating from, and your next step…(name of college, 
training program, job position, and major if known;  or if college graduate, what is your degree, and 
what are you doing next?). Send info to Rev. Irene Pak Lee (Irene_pak@stonechurch.org) or the 
office (office_manager@stonechurch.org). 

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley (RTSV) – Men’s Mission & Ministry (MMM) is arranging a team 
from Stone Church for the second Rebuilding Day next Sat, Apr 24th.  RTSV has strict COVID safety 
protocols, including masks and social distancing.  In addition to the Project Manager and Volunteer 
Coordinator, there will be a COVID Safety Coordinator.   Sign up here (RTSV website) and/or contact 
Bill Ribble (bill@ribble.net, 1-408-978-0499). 

Shelter in Place Drop-in Group meets twice monthly via Zoom. This month’s second meeting is 
Wed, Apr 28th (10am). This group, offered by Kathleen O’Brien, gives people support during this 
difficult pandemic time. Many people feel isolated and frustrated with the limitations on life and need 
some way to connect with others. As the name implies, this is a drop-in group, so you don’t need to 

mailto:Irene_pak@stonechurch.org
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
http://rebuildingtogethersiliconvalley.force.com/rtsp__NP_PersonalSiteJobListing?jobId=a0T2M00000Isber&nMonthsToShow=4
mailto:bill@ribble.net


 

April 18, 2021    8 | P a g e  

attend every meeting, just when you feel the need. For the meeting link, please contact Kathleen (1-
408-499-9275 or Kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com). 

From the Presbytery – Visit the San Jose Presbytery website (https://sanjosepby.org/) and keep up 
to date with what is going on in our Presbytery. If you’d like to sign up for their email newsletter 
contact Collette, the office manager, collette@sanjosepby.org. 

Join the Peace and Justice Work Group for a small group discussion of the documentary ‘13th’ 
by Ava DuVernay. Watch Party and Discussion: '13th' Sunday, April 25th (4:00pm - 5:30pm). 
The film focuses on matters of mass incarceration and it's relationship with racial justice. 
Closed captions will be provided. Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcu2qrz8oH9fkhG3p0LIT_uCz24L3nyio  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. More information can be found on the SJ Presbytery site.  

April Birthdays: (5th) Renee P.; (7th) Michele E., Rev. Sharon LeClaire & Roberto R.; (8th) Lizanne 
O., Laraine P., Joyce L., & Mary B.; (9th) Eric O.; (12th) Janice G.; (15th) Rev. Marge Palmer, Pam 
Hood, & Rhonda L.; (17th) Marcia L. & Nina M., Bob L.; (19th) Cheryl B.; (20th) Jody S.;  
(21st) Sheri C.; (22nd) Allison van D.; (23rd) Claudia H.; (24th) Gary F. & Bill R.; (26th) David L.; 
(27th) Susan B. & Heather H.; (29th) Mary Alice C. & Jerry K.; (30th) Jim H. & Rod T.; and our April 
Anniversary (10th) Fran & Bob Lowry (1976). 

 

 
 

 
1937 Lincoln Ave 

San Jose, Ca 
408-269-1593 

www.stonechurch.org 
The pastors’ day off is Monday.  

Email is the best way to reach the pastors, and all other staff. 

 

The Rev. Sammie Evans (Pastor) 
 sammie_evans@stonechurch.org  

The Rev. Irene Pak Lee (Assoc. Pastor)  
       irene_pak@stonechurch.org 

The Rev. Sharon LeClaire (Parish Associate)
 Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. David McCreath (Parish Associate) 
 rovinrev@yahoo.com  

The Rev. Marge Palmer (Pastor Emerita) 
 margepalmer@comcast.net  

Nancy Kromm (Choir Director) 
 nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org  

Pam Hood (Interim Organist) 
 pam_hood@stonechurch.org  

Mary Jo Blazek (Church School Administrator) 
 maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org  

Jennifer Scott-Brand (Office Manager) 
 office_manager@stonechurch.org  

Ruthanne Martinez (Treasurer) 
 treasurer@stonechurch.org  

Joanne Vliet (StoneNews Editor) 
 stone_news@stonechurch.org  

Presbyterian Women - Jean Raby 
 ringnsing@prodigy.net  

Stephen Ministry Coordinators 
 Carol Lathrop carlath@sbcglobal.net  
 Pauline Moore  paulinemoorepower@gmail.com  

Prayer Chain Coordinators  
 Jan Keifer keiferjj@sbcglobal.net  
 Steven Graham stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com 

StoneCares - Stonecares@stonechurch.org 

The Board of Deacons 
Moderator ~ Janice Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Ginny Barret 
Janice Goertz 
Barbara Krause 
Wayne Martin 
Aby Ryan 
Kate Wheatley 

Sue Evans 
Steven Graham 
Jim Hagan 
Jan Keifer 
Jodi Lax 
Kelsey Lax 
Scott Nelson 
Nancy Paul 

Tim Collins 
Angie Davidson 
Nanci Eksterowicz 
Julia Kiplinger 
Mike Kunz 
Sabine Nelson 
Ronni Pahl 
Nancy Shearer 

The Elders of the Session 

Clerk of Session ~ Mel Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

mailto:Kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com
https://sanjosepby.org/
mailto:collette@sanjosepby.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItcu2qrz8oH9fkhG3p0LIT_uCz24L3nyio
http://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:sammie_evans@stonechurch.org
mailto:irene_pak@stonechurch.org
mailto:Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com
mailto:rovinrev@yahoo.com
mailto:margepalmer@comcast.net
mailto:nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org
mailto:pam_hood@stonechurch.org
mailto:maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
mailto:treasurer@stonechurch.org
mailto:stone_news@stonechurch.org
mailto:ringnsing@prodigy.net
mailto:carlath@sbcglobal.net
mailto:paulinemoorepower@gmail.com
mailto:keiferjj@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com
mailto:Stonecares@stonechurch.org


 

April 18, 2021    9 | P a g e  

Men’s Mission & Ministry (MMM)  
      Leland Wong hikingscco@gmail.com 

Fran Cole 
Bob Fraser 
Brian Gustafson 

Jody Meacham  
Stephen Lord 
Lizanne Oliver 

Amity Bateman 
Tammy Coleman 
Todd Davidson 
Julie Ludwig 
Alice McNelis 
Charlotte McNelis 
Mike Raby-Brown 

Bob Cole 
Derk Johnson 
Emily Meacham 
Nina Mundi 
Fred Oliver 
Kathy Stark 

 

 

mailto:hikingscco@gmail.com
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