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2nd Sunday of Advent 

The Preparation for the Word 
Before worship, speak with God. During worship, let God speak to you.  

After worship, speak with those around you. 

Chimes 

Prelude   “Es ist ein Rose entsprungen”  
                                          UCSC Articulate Brass Quintet;Pam Hood, Guest Musician 

Choral Introit   “The Desert Shall Rejoice” (Hymn #18)    
                                                   Stone Church Chancel Choir; Nancy Kromm, Director 

Welcome                        The Rev. Irene Pak Lee, Associate Pastor 

Lighting the Second Advent Candle      Kenneth Yang & Allen Lee                           
                                                                                              Matt Perdue, Liturgist                           

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ (The Second Advent 
candle is lit). Scripture tells us about the one who is coming, that the spirit of 
the LORD shall rest upon him. 

The one who is coming will have the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

The one who is coming will delight in the way of the LORD. He will judge the 
poor with righteousness and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.  

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them.  

Let us worship God! 

*Opening Hymn #13 “Prepare the Way”   

Call to Confession  
A voice cries out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord and make his 
paths straight. As we journey through the season of Advent, we are invited to 
prepare our hearts for the coming of the Lord. We confess the reality of our 
separation from God and one another, so that we might clear a path for 
reconciliation. Let us pray together: 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  
God of Grace, you call us to proclaim the gospel, but we remain 
silent in the presence of evil. You call us to be reconciled to you 
and one another, but we are content to live in separation. You 
call us to seek the good of all, but we fail to resist the powers of 
oppression. You call us to fight pretensions and injustice, but 
we sit idly by, endangering the lives of people far and near. 

Forgive us, O Lord. Reconcile us to you by the power of your 
Spirit, and give us the courage and strength to be reconciled to 
others; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior. Amen. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon       The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 
Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by 
name; you are mine. God is doing a new thing; now it springs forth! By the 
grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

*The Passing of the Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

Receiving New Members (see insert)     Revs. Sammie Evans & Irene Pak Lee 
                                                                                            Brian Gustafson, Ruling Elder 

Nana oye Botchway, Malia & Andrew Clark, Stephanie & Jeremy Easton, 
Ronni Pahl, Susan Erickson-Viitanen & Paul Viitanen 

We Listen To God’s Word 

The Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10 (O.T., p. 640) 

Anthem    “I Hear the Prophet Calling”               Pepper Choplin (b. 1957) 

Children’s Sermon        
(Children dismissed to church school) 

Gospel Lesson       Matthew 3:1-12 (N.T., p. 2) 

Sermon                          The Rev. Irene Pak Lee  

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Offertory  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

 



 

*Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication            

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
Kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn #10 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

*Charge and Benediction     

Postlude  “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern” 

Feel free to depart quietly, 
but please be mindful of those enjoying the postlude. 

*Those who are able may stand. 

ASL Interpreter ~ Hannah Pahl 

Musicians: 
Articulate Brass ~ Ryan Odou, trumpet; Genevieve Kromm, trumpet; Maya Norman, 
horn; Andrew Edwards, trombone; Nick Hidy, bass trombone  

Stone Church Wind Ensemble ~ Joanne Vliet, Clarinet; Laraine Pitcher & Kathy Stark, 
Flute; Fred Oliver, Cornet; Andrew Edwards, Trombone; Vern Tegger, Director 

Pam Hood – Guest Organist/Pianist 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 
Artist note: From far and wide we are Bringing Christmas Home, a tradition I began 
some years ago for the Advent Season. Today we are in the southwestern Czech Republic 
town of Cesky Krumlov. 

We welcome the sound of little ones during worship:   
If your baby gets too wiggly for you, you may take them to the nursery, located in the 

hallway between the Sanctuary and the Social Hall. 

 
 
 
 


