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To Everything That Has the Breath of Life 
 
Well friends, as you have heard from the Stewardship committee and if you’ve 
been around the church world long enough, you know that we are officially in 
what churchy folks call the “Stewardship season.” It’s when we are invited to 
start reflecting on the different ways we are to offer and share all of our gifts 
… and for practical reasons, to consider what that looks like for us in terms of 
the annual budget.  
 
I just want to name honestly and up front that for some of us, the word 
stewardship is a word we do not really like…it’s maybe not quite as bad as the 
word evangelism or evangelizing, but it’s a season or a word that we are not 
super fond of, but feel like we are SUPPOSED to like. We don’t necessarily like 
to hear the pastor tell us about how we are called to be stewards of our time, 
talents, and money, and yet, that is part of the challenge and call as the people 
of God in many ways and on many levels. Acknowledging all of that up front, 
friends, you WILL be hearing these themes over the next couple of weeks of 
stewardship and how we recognize that it is truly God who acts first and that 
we are to respond in kind. 
 
Today, I get to begin by going all the way back to the beginning and to invite 
us to think about the ways in which we are called and invited to be stewards 
of God’s created and creation. 
 
You see, being stewards of God’s creation isn’t just about hugging trees or 
recycling or composting-all good necessary things. Taking that personal 
responsibility is vastly important, but do we see the ways in which the 
systemic effects in which we treat the Earth and creation affects everything 
else? 
 
Our call begins at the beginning. In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, and we hear about the ways in which God creates and 
calls forth life in light, in water, in all living creatures and in all creeping 
things. And then humanity appears, specifically made in the likeness of God, 
blessed to quote, “have dominion and subdue the earth”-to everything that 
has the breath of life, scripture tell us. 

And as we think about the stewardship of creation, I think it’s important to 
name here that traditionally Christians have (and some still currently do) 
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distorted that mandate to “exercise dominion” to mean that creation was 
made for human beings and that we have the right to dominate and exploit 
creation for our own wants and needs. I know I grew up with that kind of 
interpretation of this passage, that everything in creation is meant for 
humans and that we can therefore do whatever we want with it. There’s a 
quote by Gandhi that says, “There’s enough on this planet for everyone’s 
needs but not for everyone’s greed.” 

What I’ve discovered since then is that the Hebrew word for “dominion” does 
not mean “to dominate” or “to exploit” but instead means “to take 
responsibility for.” And when we think about the word “steward,” it refers to 
a manager who is responsible for the goods and property of someone else. So 
a steward is not the owner, but the one who has a responsibility to the owner 
to treat the property with care and respect. Friends, we have been called, 
from the beginning to be stewards of God’s creation. And the only way I think 
any of us are motivated to take on a responsibility like that is that we, 
collectively and individually, need to believe it is worth caring for and 
preserving. We need to believe that aside from ourselves, the rest of Creation 
is worth caring for and preserving, because they are not distinct and separate 
things, but instead, as science has revealed to us more and more, the 
interconnectedness of all things. Caring for the earth and creation is the first 
thing God calls us to do. It’s foundational to who we are to be. (David 
Rhoades). 
 
In the Psalm that Brad read, we hear words of praise to God for mountains, 
hills, cattle, snow, frost, moon and stars. David Rhoades, a professor of New 
Testament, writes that through Psalms and throughout the Biblical story, that 
biblical writers “invite us to delight in creation, for delight is the right basis 
for our use of it.” He continues by saying that we will preserve that in which 
we delight and that we are called to love creation. We will care for that which 
we love. And in our Genesis creation story, we see that God loves all that God 
creates…not in the abstract, but concretely, and proclaims it good. 
 
And perhaps that is the baseline question for us to ponder for any kind of 
stewardship campaign. We will preserve that in which we delight-we will 
care for that which we love. What is it that you delight in? What is it that you 
love? And how can we respond to that not only individually but also together? 
 
Now I say this and it sounds all good and nice. And when we think about 
stewardship of anything, we think of it happening over time or taking our 
time. We don’t tend to think of stewardship as urgent. Instead we look at the 
big picture and the long haul. 
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But as I am focusing on the literal creation today and how we are to care for 
everything that has the breath of life, I am reminded of the movement 
happening right now among our young people here and across the globe who 
are participating in climate strikes on a regular basis and calling out leaders 
and communities to act. They are telling us that we’ve waited too long in 
taking this call to be stewards of creation seriously. Almost 4 million people 
participated in a global climate strike last month, led by and composed mostly 
of young people. Sixteen year old, Greta Thunberg, has become a household 
name in this movement and is well known for her articulate and passionate 
call to those in power and those making decisions to act. In an interview, she 
famously stated, “Adults keep saying we owe it to the young people, to give 
them hope, but I don’t want your hope. I don’t want you to be hopeful. I want 
you to panic. I want you to feel the fear I feel every day. I want you to act. I 
want you to act as you would in a crisis. I want you to act as if the house is on 
fire, because it is.” Our young people are telling us the time to care is now. 
 
Friends, I may even be so bold to proclaim that our original vocation is to be 
God’s steward of the earth and when we fail to do that, we also fail to love our 
neighbors and the least of these. Because the truth of the matter is, the ones 
who are most affected by us taking our time or not believing that there is a 
problem are the poor and the oppressed, the least of these….the ones that God 
in Christ specifically has called us to remember, minister to, and is the kin-
dom to which we are called bring to earth as it is in heaven. We are forgetting 
that when we neglect our call to be stewards of the earth and God’s good 
creation, that we are also guilty of neglecting or ignoring the least of these. 
 
You see, professor David Rhoades reminds us that the Biblical story tells us 
that God “wills for creation to thrive in all its diversity. God wills for air, sea, 
and land to bring health and well-being for all creatures. God wills care for the 
vulnerable. God wants there to be peace and justice in the land, for humans 
and non-humans alike. We need to see anew the purpose of our lives within 
the context of God’s larger purposes for the world and to exercise our 
stewardship in the context of this more embracing vision.”  
 
Friends, there is a close relationship between the ways people exploit the 
Earth and the ways people exploit the poor.  
 
Flint, Michigan still does not have clean water, friends. Twelve year old, Mari 
Copeny, an activist on behalf of her hometown of Flint, continues to write 
leaders to do something about this water crisis where mismanagement of 
water led to high levels of lead in the water. Friends, this is not a third world 
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country. This is right here in the United States. When I tell you that our 
neglect of creation leads to the neglect of the most vulnerable and oppressed, 
I believe that is how this came to be. More than 41 percent of the residents of 
Flint live below the poverty level and the city is nearly 54 percent Black, 
according to the US Census. The fact that there is still not outrage at the fact 
that a city and whole community in our country still does not have clean 
water does not feel like a coincidence. 
 
In our modern culture, we need to confess that we have been unjust stewards 
of that which has the breath of life. We place profits above people and put 
security for ourselves above security for all, and we act as if the world exists 
for our use alone. We are trying to find more and more efficient and profitable 
ways to strip resources from the land. And I don’t know if anyone in this room 
has been affected by this reality personally, but we cannot ignore that 
ecological disasters have the greatest impact on the most vulnerable people—
third world countries, the poor, people of color, the sick, and the elderly. 
These also happen to be the ones with the least resources to respond. We 
have a responsibility to discern how we are or how we are not being stewards 
of the creation, confess, and take concrete action to change.  
 
Aren’t you glad I’m kicking off the Stewardship series? 
 
Church, I want to invite all of us this week to reflect on the ways in which we 
are being called to be stewards of God’s good creation and reflect on the ways 
in which that call intersects with everything else as we think about this theme 
of stewardship over the next couple of weeks. So often, we make our plans 
and then ask God to bless those plans. But I want to invite us to discern the 
plans of God and then to think about how we can bring our lives into harmony 
with God’s plans. 
 
I want to close with a poem by Wendell Berry called “The Peace of Wild 
Things” to provide a framework of how we might begin doing that. The poem 
states: 
 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
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And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

And so friends, take time this week to go and rest in the creation…to breathe 
it in and be reminded of our shared breath…remembering that to everything 
that has the breath of life has been ordained good by our Almighty, Creative, 
and Creator God. With a sense of urgency and mindfulness, for the sake of the 
least of these and for us all, may it be so. Amen. 


