The Stone Church of Willow Glen Presbyterian Church (USA)
San José, California
September 13, 2020 - 9:30 a.m.

The Preparation for the Word
Before worship, speak with God.
During worship, let God speak to you.
After worship, speak to one another.

Chimes
Prelude

Preludes by request

Welcome

Pam Hood, Interim Organist
The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor

Call to Worship
Mary Jo Blazek, Liturgist
Come, let us remember what our God has done:
God brought order to a formless void, formed every animal and plant,
bird and fish, and breathed the breath of life into each.
Let us remember what our God has done:
God created people in the image of God, appointed us as caretakers of
the earth, and called all of Creation good and very good.
Sisters, brothers, and siblings, let us remember who our God is:
God is who God is; God will be who God will be. God is merciful, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
God is who God is, and God created us in God’s image and called us good. Friends,
come, let us worship God!
Opening Hymn #469

“Morning Has Broken”
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Call to Confession
God was creating the heavens and the earth, when God created us, God called us
good, for we are good. However, we have forgotten our inherent goodness. We
have forgotten our place in Creation. We have forgotten that we are connected to
God and to all of Creation. We come to confession so that we might remember. Let
us pray together:
Prayer of Confession
Triune God, in your gracious presence, we confess our sin and the sin
of the world. Although the Spirit of God is among us as our peace, we
are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a
broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land
and pollute the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set
neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation.
God, have mercy on us; heal us and forgive us. Set us free to serve you
in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.
Silence
Assurance of Pardon

The Rev. Irene Pak Lee, Associate Pastor

Passing of the Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
We Listen To God’s Word
Gospel Reading
John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and
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cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Anthem

“Acclamation”

Children’s Sermon
Old Testament Reading

Robert Ray

Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator
Genesis 1:26-2:4a

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have
them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,
Sermon

“Rediscovering Connection: God & Us”

The Rev. Sammie Evans
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We Respond to the Good News
Call for the Offering
Use Stone’s PayPal account via the
“donate” button at
https://www.stonechurch.org/; keep in
mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 30¢ per
transaction of the amount as a service fee,
so you may want to adjust your gift
accordingly.

Use your own PayPal account to “send
money” (without a fee) to
office_manager@stonechurch.org, using
“friends and family” and your checking
account, for which there are no fees. Enter
a memo to specify the reason for the
donation.

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal from
your checking. Contact
Use your bank's online bill pay to send a
office_manager@stonchurch.org for more check to Stone Church.
info.
Snail mail your check:
1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125
Offertory

Drop off your check in the locked mail
box outside the office door.

“Werde munter, mein Gemüte”

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost.
Prayer of Dedication
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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We Go Out in God’s Name
Closing Hymn #553

“For the Fruit of All Creation”
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Charge and Benediction
Postlude

“Nun danket alle Gott”

Max Reger (1873-1916)

ASL Interpreter ~ Patty Lessard
Zoom Worship Coordinator ~ The Rev. Sammie Evans
Coordinates the logistics of the worship participants, via Zoom controls.
Tech Usher ~
During the worship service, they monitor the Zoom chat box and review the visuals
for appropriate content. Email Jodi Lax to sign-up (jalikel@gmail.com).
Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson.
Music – All rights reserved A706560
Please see announcements on the last page.
1937 Lincoln Ave
San Jose, Ca
408-269-1593
www.stonechurch.org

The Rev. Sammie Evans (Pastor)
sammie_evans@stonechurch.org
The Rev. Irene Pak Lee (Assoc. Pastor)
irene_pak@stonechurch.org
The Rev. Sharon LeClaire (Stated Supply)
Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com
The Rev. Dr. David McCreath (Parish Associate)
rovinrev@yahoo.com
The Rev. Marge Palmer (Pastor Emerita)
margepalmer@comcast.net
Nancy Kromm (Choir Director)
nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org
Pam Hood (Interim Organist)
pam_hood@stonechurch.org
Mary Jo Blazek (Church School Administrator)
maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org
Jennifer Scott-Brand (Office Manager)
office_manager@stonechurch.org
Ruthanne Martinez (Treasurer)
treasurer@stonechurch.org
Joanne Vliet (StoneNews Editor)
stone_news@stonechurch.org
Presbyterian Women - Jean Raby
ringnsing@prodigy.net
Men’s Mission & Ministry (MMM)
Leland Wong hikingscco@gmail.com

Stephen Ministry Coordinators
Carol Lathrop carlath@sbcglobal.net
Pauline Moore paulinemoorepower@gmail.com
Prayer Chain Coordinators
Jan Keifer keiferjj@sbcglobal.net
Steven Graham stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com
StoneCares - Stonecares@stonechurch.org
The Board of Deacons
Moderator ~ Janice Goertz
Class of 2021
Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Ginny Barret
Sue Evans
Tim Collins
Janice Goertz
Steven Graham Angie Davidson
Barbara Krause
Jim Hagan
Nanci Eksterowicz
Wayne Martin
Jan Keifer
Julia Kiplinger
Aby Ryan
Jodi Lax
Mike Kunz
Kate Wheatley
Kelsey Lax
Sabine Nelson
Scott Nelson
Ronni Pahl
Nancy Paul
Nancy Shearer
The Elders of the Session
Clerk of Session ~ Mel Goertz
Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Amity Bateman
Bob Cole
Tammy Coleman
Derk Johnson
Brian Gustafson
Todd Davidson
Emily Meacham
Jody Meacham Julie Ludwig
Nina Mundi
Stephen Lord
Alice McNelis
Fred Oliver
Lizanne Oliver
Charlotte McNelis
Kathy Stark
Mike Raby-Brown
Class of 2021
Fran Cole
Bob Fraser
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Announcements
Adult Ed Today (11:00am) - We will have a discussion about the Irish poet, theologian, and philosopher John
O'Donohue who insisted on beauty as a human calling. He had a very Celtic, lifelong fascination with the inner
landscape of our lives and with what he called "the invisible world" that is constantly intertwining what we can
know and see.
Hopefully some of you have watched the interview with the poet (Interview link: John O'Donohue — The Inner
Landscape of Beauty). Even if you haven’t, join our Zoom discussion led by the Rev. Dr. David McCreath.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85149203168

Dial by your location
+1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 851 4920 3168
One tap mobile
+14086380968,,85149203168# US (San Jose)
+16699006833,,85149203168# US (San Jose)

“Retable” Flowers – The VanDenBosch family would like to announce that today, Sept 13th is Grandma
Evelyn's 100th Birthday! In her honor, her favorite flowers are displayed on today's “Retable.” Those of you that
have been Deacons for a while might remember Evelyn VanDenBosch coming to many of the Deacons’
meeting with Diane.
The family will be giving her a grand purple rhinestone tiara plus a royal satin sash with the inscription:
“Cheers to 100 Years!” along with her favorite chocolate cake with large candles.
Grandma Evie was born in Detroit, Michigan in the year, 1920 as one of four children born to Frank and Faye
Larson. Evelyn grew up during the Depression and eventually fell in love with her soon to be husband Jason.
They had three children and moved to California to a friendly neighborhood known as Willow Glen in San
Jose.
She has three children, nine grandchildren, and 5 great grandchildren. She continues to visit at the window
screen with family, friends and visitors at her nursing home in Cupertino, California since Covid began. She
continues to love the Warriors basketball team, her Starbucks (decaf) lattes and family fun gatherings.
Anyone wanting to send Grandma Evie a Happy 100th Birthday wish, we welcome your love ... her address is:
Evelyn VanDenBosch
% Cupertino Healthcare & Wellness Center

22590 Voss Avenue
Cupertino, CA 95014

Membership and Communications Committee (M&C) would like to share an opportunity to keep the
conversation going as we try to understand racism and racist ideas that permeate our country. We’re starting
a book group, and providing the book Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, by Jason Reynolds and
Ibram X. Kendi. It’s very readable and a good beginning for investigating racism in America.
A review of Stamped states it “reveals the history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist
future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the
poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and
distribute, they can also be discredited.”
If you would like to participate, contact Lizanne Oliver (lizanneoli@aol.com) by Sept 23rd. Books available the
last week in September; and Zoom discussion groups to be scheduled in October. ASL interpreters will be
available for Zoom discussions.
Stone Works invites you to learn about “How to be an Antiracist Voter” with an interactive Zoom workshop
Sun, Sept 27th (4 -5:30pm). What does it mean to be “antiracist”? How can we apply antiracism in our lives
and how we vote? Based on the concepts presented by Ibram X. Kendi in “How to be an Antiracist,” we will
use the curriculum developed by SURJ at Sacred Heart to discuss these questions and look at the upcoming
election with a racial justice lens. Register here to receive the Zoom meeting information. Email Meredith
Hurley (meredith.g.hurley@gmail.com) if you have questions.
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Sign up for a Stone Buddy! - Are you missing the many activities we’ve enjoyed in the past at Stone
Church? Longing for the conversations with friends at events like the Spring Event, the Wine Tasting Auction
and Sunday Summer Salad lunches? Your Stone Church Deacons and Membership and Communications
Committee invite you to participate in a new activity called “Stone Buddies.” For three months - from early
October through the holiday season - you’ll be paired with another Stone member so the two of you can plan
ongoing contact during this time of isolation. Buddies would keep in touch with each other through simple
things, like phone calls, cards in the mail, email, dropping off home-grown flowers or produce or cookies,
maybe short social distancing visits or any way that lets your buddy know they’re being remembered.
If you’re interested, contact either Lizanne Oliver (lizanneoli@aol.com, 408-499-8135) or Barbara Krause
(barbara@krause-taylor.com, 408-981-2429) by Sept 27th. Tell us a bit about yourself and your interests and
Lizanne and Barbara will match you with another interested Stone member. After that, you and your buddy are
on your own to find ways of making this time of sheltering in place a little more social and fun!
In Extraordinary Times - God loves you. Even in this time when our routines, our schedules our live
connection with friends and family is disrupted, we may need to find other ways to stay in touch. We may also
need some help staying in touch with God. There is a new book written by Pastor Sharon called Psalms for
People Like Us: Twice Daily Devotional for Those with Mental Health Challenges, that especially in these times
can be a connection with God even if mental health issues are not present for you. You’ll find Hope, Safety,
Forgiveness, Mercy and more. The book is $14.40 each (which includes mailing). Contact Pastor Sharon
Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com for further information. Blessings and Peace.
Shelter in Place Drop-in Group will meet twice monthly, this month the meetings are Wed, Sept 9th (10am)
and Wed, Sept 30th (10am). This group, offered by Kathleen O’Brien, is to give people support during this
difficult pandemic time. Many people felt isolated and frustrated with the limitations on life and needed some
way to connect with others. As the name implies, this is a drop-in group, you don’t need to zoom every
meeting, just when you feel the need. For the meeting link, please contact Kathleen
(Kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com, 408-499-9275).
Stone Church Fall Camping HAS BEEN CANCELED – Due to ongoing COVID restrictions, Santa Clara
County canceled our camping reservations. Meredith Hurley is hopeful, as are we all, that things will clear up
(and open up) by the spring and the trip can be rescheduled. Thank you, Meredith, for keeping us up to date!
Healthy Seminarians-Healthy Church's 2nd Annual Miles for Ministry Fundraiser! - On Sat, Oct. 3, 2020,
Healthy Seminarians-Healthy Church non-profit and validated ministry of Trinity Presbytery, SC, is going to be
holding its 2nd annual “Miles for Ministry” fundraiser. The mission of HSHC is to equip seminarians, clergy,
and church leaders to explore practical ways of living into greater health and wholeness through education,
research, and advocacy. This year, a portion of our fundraising proceeds will go to Front Door Communities
homeless shelter in San Jose.
While our goal is still the same (raise $15,000), our method is different. Last year, donors supported HSHC
co-founders Karen and Travis Webster (Karen was raised and ordained at Stone and is the daughter of
Jim Hagan) as they ran in a 50k trail ultra-marathon. This year, we are intentionally slowing things
down! HSHC and a small group of seminarians and congregational members will be walking and praying for
seminaries and faith communities in the Atlanta area and beyond. You are invited to show your support for
their health and wholeness ministry in a variety of ways. For more information, and/or to donate, click here:
https://www.healthyseminarians-healthychurch.org/miles-for-ministry-2020/
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