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Because It’s Time 
 
First, let me thank you for being here this Sunday after Christmas. And I know … you 
had to strap on your snowshoes, then you had to walk for 6 miles up hill in the 12-
foot-high snow drifts just to get here.  Your effort is greatly appreciated, especially if 
you are coming from Minnesota. My Mother is from Minnesota and she can’t help 
but smile on those days when it is 60 degrees warmer here than there. 
 
It is the first Sunday after Christmas – which is why I am here. This is my regular gig, 
my fifth first 1st Sunday after Christmas” I have preached at various churches.  
 
Two of these Sundays I preached at a North Bay church.  The pastor there wanted 
me to lead worship the same way he did.  So, the first year I got a little off track as 
his method was quite different than mine. But when I went back the next Sunday 
after Christmas, a wonderful lady I had met the first time grabbed my stole and 
pulled me to her so she could whisper in my ear, “If you get lost, just wave to me, 
honey, and I’ll tell you what comes next.”  
 
Of course, today, it is a privilege, to preach here at home. 
 
Friends, I believe the world is the way it is Because it’s time. 
 
When I look around at the peace marches, “Black Lives Matter” posters,  
the climate change activists, first responders, Pride, Red Cross, every race and creed 
and sexual orientation, those who struggle with illnesses and addictions, it can be 
easy to dismiss this list and all the other things that could be on it with a “What a 
waste of time. Nothing ever gets fixed.”    
 
However, I am here to tell you that little by little God’s people are making a 
difference in this world and with the people who live in it.  
 
Because its Time. 
 
Houses of worship opening their doors welcoming even those who are strangers to 
those who may never have been inside a church before despite the violence in the 
news against churches. 
 
Because it’s time. 



 
People like the Presbyterian Disaster Relief travel all over the country rebuilding 
hurricane damaged houses.   
 
Because it’s time. 
 
Regardless of your politics, it is amazing to see former President Carter in his 90s 
building houses with Habitat for Humanity. 
 
All of this is happening, not by chance or Fate. 
 
Because it is Time. 
 
As we read in 1st Corinthians, the body has many parts. We all have different skills 
and abilities. We work as a body with and for God and each other. What struggle we 
would have if we ALL only knew one skill? 
 
When the ancient text of Galatians passage was written, was it true?  Is it true now 
on a greater scale? 
 
Galatians 3:28 “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 
 
So, there was to be no division by tribe, no division from condition of servitude, and 
the big one – no longer male or female.  Do you understand what a huge statement 
to make? As far as God is concerned, there is no male or female. 
 
How many laws in Leviticus do you think that statement broke? 
 
All this I believe… Because It’s Time 
 
If you cross a side street near where I live, you will see a round Roman Catholic 
Church, The Church of the Ascension is part of the 1.3 billion world-wide Catholic 
Church, the biggest western religion. This church was built about 60 years ago at 
that location. It has been a very active congregation in the community.  
 
About 35 years ago a Jewish congregation, Congregation Beth David, made an 
agreement with the Church of the Ascension and built a synagogue on the other side 
of the parking lot. It can be pretty tight when holy days for each faith overlap, but 
they manage. One entrance is named for a saint and the other is named for a faithful 
hero of the Holocaust. There are about 3.5 million Jews in the USA and they are hard 
to count since Jews are often tied to their country as a way of saying what kind of 



Jew they are. There are a few Protestant churches nearby – Presbyterian, Nazarene 
and several others.  World-wide, there is a total of 900 million Protestants of all 
sorts. 
 
Because it’s time 
 
The Ascension Church celebrates holidays like we do mostly. Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, Easter and so on. The Jews have Passover when the angel of death spared the 
first born of Hebrew families, Rosh Hashana which is the Jewish New Year and is the 
first holiday of the year. It leads to Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year for the 
Jews. Its central themes are atonement and repentance.  
 
Jews traditionally observe this holy day with a 25-hour period of fasting and 
intensive prayer, often spending most of the day in synagogue services.  
 
It wasn’t too long ago that these two communities of faith couldn’t share a city in 
peace, not even close to a parking lot. 
 
And now, Because it’s time 
 
The most wonderful interdenominational friendship of all is down the street in the 
other direction. It is a building that used to be a Methodist Church but for whatever 
reason they moved out and now the City of Saratoga rents it out. 
 
Starting in early May and lasting about one month following the new moon, the 
Muslims in the area use that building for their holy month of Ramadan. Ramadan, in 
Islam, is the ninth month of the Muslim calendar and the holy month of fasting. 
Islamic tradition states that it was during Ramadan that the Prophet Muhammad 
received the first revelations that make up the Quran, their holy book. 
 
Ramadan is a time of prayer, chanting and fasting and deep worship of Allah, their 
name for God. 
  
Now, there’s something really cool about this. The Congregation Beth David 
synagogue, a congregation of Jews, which we hear are anti-Muslim, opens their 
parking lot for the Muslims to park during this month every year.  And one more 
thing. The men from the Muslim group walk the neighborhoods near the Mosque a 
few days before they begin to worship. They stop at each house and offer a $10 
Peet’s Coffee card for everyone in the house as they know they will be chanting 
loudly and in Arabic and they want to make sure we are not uneasy with it. 
 



For some of you, it is difficult to think of cooperating with a people we have been 
and still are at war with. I know that some of you and certainly sons and daughters 
served previously or are currently in the military. I want to be clear to say that I 
know you have worked tirelessly in the Middle East and other places trying to do 
what is good in the world.  Please don’t take my message in any way other than my 
support and admiration of your courage 
 
And, I want you to know: Because it’s time. 
 
Now that Christmas is over, we find ourselves in that middle place between 
celebrating and sleeping. Wrapping paper may still be spread around 
boxes that your toddler liked better than the gift. And as you begin taking down the 
tree there’s that ornament made by one of your children in grade school. Last year 
you all agreed that this was the last year you were going to hang it as it is not in the 
best shape. But you take one last look at the tree – all kinds of ornaments, keep- 
sakes and lights – well, that ornament has been around quite a while hasn’t it?   
 
Maybe one more year we can keep it just one more year … 
 
Because it’s time 
 
It was never as true that it was time then in my family. In 2004 at Easter time, my 
younger sister Jenny and her husband Chris brought over to our house a bunch of 
plastic pull-apart Easter eggs. In each egg was a little piece of paper with two or 
three words on them.  Our job was to put together the words into sentences. Well, 
we got about two fragments done and my mom yelled, “You’re pregnant!” She was 
right, of course. 
 
Jenny had said since she first started to think about having her own family, “I’m not 
having a Christmas baby.”  Jacob Christian was born December 27. 
 
Now, correct me if I’m wrong, because I have never been pregnant. Isn’t it pretty 
much after being pregnant for nine months about when the baby is born?  So, 
counting the months to avoid December. Just saying … 
 
Because it’s time 
 
Jenny is seven years younger than I, and we are complete opposites. She is an 
executive admin and she supports three vice presidents.  She always says when she 
starts a new job that she wants these folks to turn over their calendar to her and she 
will handle their lives while they are at work or traveling for work.  She’s very good 
at her job, even in the extreme.  Her phone is never off, she can find someone’s 



luggage if the plane loses it, she does incredible off-sites that are really good team 
building events.  She is very extroverted. On the other hand, I worked as a chaplain 
for two years in the North Bay as an internship.  My sister asked one day, after 
telling me about her job, “What do you do all day?”  I said I have a list of people to 
see and sometimes they are asleep, and I sit at the bedside a while and pray. I have 
chanted with Buddhist families when a loved one passes, and many other religious 
duties, I help direct traffic when family members want to see their loved one in ICU, 
and my biggest job is to do whatever needs doing in the ER to support the families 
and take them out of the staff’s way. I guess what I do most generally is I pray and 
accompany the dying. You get where this is going? 
 
She and I have totally opposite lives.  Except for sharing parents there isn’t much 
else.  Still, we are both members of the body of Christ.  We are two of those women 
in the Galatians passage, and neither one of us could do the other’s job. 
 
Because it’s time  
 
My friends, you have picked up by now the truth of being a part of the body of 
Christ.  I don’t believe that any other job can be used to further the Kingdom. There 
are no separations, say the passages we read today. We are all in this together.   
 
Think about something you do, or could do, to build your faith and endurance in this 
new year. I know that we have days when we may not “feel Christian.”  But there is a 
job that needs doing in God’s plan and you are the only one who can do it just right. 
That can include a church workday or helping an immigrant to learn English, 
contributing your money or even just stopping as the rain falls or the sun warms 
and thanking God for creating just for us such a beautiful world. 
 
Because it’s always time 
 


