
 

The Stone Church of Willow Glen - Presbyterian Church (USA) 
San José, California 

April 29, 2018 - 9:30 a.m. 
5th Sunday of Easter 

The Preparation for the Word 
Before worship, speak with God. During worship, let God speak to you.  

After worship, speak with those around you. 

Chimes 

Organ Prelude                            Mark Bruce, Organist 
     “Offertory in C”                               César Franck 1822-1890 

Choral Introit  Ubi caritas (Where True Love is, God is There) Plainsong, mode 6  

                                                    Stone Church Chancel Choir; Nancy Kromm, Director 

Welcome                           Rev. Irene Pak Lee, Associate Pastor 

Call to Worship                                                                     Lizanne Oliver, Liturgist           
 We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
  We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
 The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 

We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, 
dynamic. 

 If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
  We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 

We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God: Creator, Redeemer, 
Sustainer. 

May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly.  Let us worship 
God! 

*Opening Hymn #358  “Help us Accept Each Other”              

Call to Confession  
The seeds of grace, hope, joy, and love are planted deep within us, so they can 
bear fruit in our lives.  But we resist staying connected to the Vine, thinking we 
can flourish on our own.  Let us confess our sins, so we can reconnect to God 
abiding deep within us.  Please join me as we pray, saying, 

 

 
Prayer of Confession  

Compassionate God, we carry our fears around with us like so 
much pocket lint, when you would take them and toss them 
aside, spent and useless. Called to be one body, we fragment 
ourselves into a million selfish pieces. You give us a simple 
command—to love—and we complicate it with rules, worries, 
and doubts. 

Forgive us, Vine Grower. You have planted those seeds of mercy, 
hope, and grace deep within us, so we might bear rich and 
nourishing fruit for others. May we not get in the way of your 
Gardener, Jesus Christ, and may we trust him through the Holy 
Spirit to bring forth an abundant crop from our lives. Forgive 
us so we may live boldly, love fearlessly, and proclaim life 
through Christ our Lord. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon         Rev. Dr. David McCreath, Parish Associate 
Hear the good news!  Hope does not disappoint us, for God's love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us in 
baptism.  Believe this good news and give thanks:  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

Amen. 

*The Passing of the Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

We Listen To God’s Word 

The First Lesson       1 John 4:7-21 (N.T., p. 241) 

Anthem                     “Love Never Ends”                                    by Allan Petker 

Children’s Sermon              Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator    
(Children dismissed to church school) 

The Gospel Lesson          John 15:1-8  (N.T., p.109) 

Sermon       “Tangled Up in the Vine”                Rev. Irene Pak Lee    



 
We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Offertory  “Adagio” from ‘Concerto in a minor’ BWV 593       Bach/Vivaldi 

*Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

*Prayer of Dedication            

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
Kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

*Closing Hymn #398  “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 

*Charge and Benediction     

Organ Postlude  First movement from ‘Concerto in a minor’  
                                                                                                                                    BWV 593 Bach/Vivaldi 

Feel free to depart quietly, 
but please be mindful of those enjoying the postlude. 

*Those who are able may stand. 

ASL Interpreter ~ Patty Lessard 

Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson creates the original art for the bulletin. 
 

We welcome the sound of little ones during worship:   
If your baby gets too wiggly for you, the nursery can be reached from the  

hallway between the Sanctuary and the Social Hall. 

 

 


