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The Stone Church of Willow Glen - 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

San José, California 
May 31, 2020 - 9:30 a.m. 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude “Bunte Blätter” (Early Morning Pictures) Op. 99, no. 1 Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 
   “Jerusalem”                                                                        Hubert Parry (1848-1918)  

   “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart" #326 
                                                                                                          Pam Hood, Interim Organist   

Welcome                                    The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 

                         

Call to Worship                                                Aby Ryan, Deacon - Liturgist        
 Listen to the mighty rush of wind 
  The Spirit is blowing among us. 
 Listen to the singing in the breeze 
  The Spirit is blowing among us. 
 Listen to the roar of thunder nearby 
  The Spirit is blowing among us. 
 Listen for the power of Christ 
  The Spirit is blowing among us. Let us worship God! 

Opening Hymn #322  “Spirit of the Living God” 
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Call to Confession 
Let us come and open ourselves to God to be healed and be held in our prayer of 
confession. Let us pray together: 

Prayer of Confession 
  God of Grace,  

We are living in times of great stress, and so much that used to be 
normal isn’t any more. In our confusion, we hurt others and 
ourselves. In our angst, we forget you and your promises. 

Forgive us, O God, and grant us the gifts of patience and compassion, 
for ourselves and for others. Help us open our hearts to you, that we 
might make it through these times, knowing you are by our side.  

  In the name of Jesus, the Christ, Amen. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon                         The Rev. Sharon LeClaire, Stated Supply Pastor   
Our God has promised to throw our sins away as far as the east is from the west. 
Believe this Good News of the Gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven 

Passing of the Peace Liturgy  
 May we receive and offer the peace that Christ offers. 
  The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

The peace of Christ be with our neighbors, our friends, and our 
families. 

 And also with you. 
We pray the peace of Christ lives in us around us and through us.  

 And also with you. 
  The peace of Christ be with the world and all of God’s beloved. 
 And also with you.  

Sisters, brothers, and siblings in Christ, let us be at peace with ourselves and with 
all who we meet. 
  Amen. 
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We Listen to God’s Word 

The Gospel Reading  John 20:19-23   
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.’ 

Stepping Stones Children’s Choir      “Sesere eeye”      
                                  Traditional Song from the Torres Strait Islands (north of Australia)                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                       Peggy Spool, Director 

This song is a celebration of the sea, being able to fish, and the beauty of all things 
natural.  

Normally, during this time of year, we would be working in the garden and 
appreciating all of God's gifts in our own area. Sesere Eeye is a celebration of 
nature from another part of the world. It's a reminder that we all share in this 
beautiful earth and in God's blessings.  

 
 No literal translation:  
 Sesere Eeye, nar in ar in a roparte. Roparte marrowsi amm te sesere eeye 

Children’s Sermon       Mary Jo Blazek, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

A Reading from Acts Acts 2:1-21       

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
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from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and 
said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Sermon   “Breathe, Spirit, Breathe”          The Rev. Sammie Evans 
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We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Use Stone’s PayPal account via the 
“donate” button at 
https://www.stonechurch.org/;  
keep in mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 
30¢ per transaction of the amount as a 
service fee, so you may want to adjust 
your gift accordingly. 

Use your own PayPal account to “send 
money” to 
office_manager@stonechurch.org,  
using “friends and family” and your 
checking account, for which there 
are no fees. Enter a memo to specify the 
reason for the donation.  

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal from 
your checking. Contact 
office_manager@stonchurch.org  
for more info. 

Use your bank's online bill pay to send a 
check to Stone Church. 

Snail mail your check:  
1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125 

Drop off your check at the office, or in the 
mail box outside the office door. 

Offertory  “O Rest in the Lord” (Elijah, Op. 70)              Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn #128  “On Pentecost They Gathered” 

https://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:office_manager@stonchurch.org
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Charge and Benediction 

Postlude  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #403 

ASL Interpreter ~ Hannah Pahl 

Original bulletin art created by Lyn Johnson. 
Artist Note: We are keeping our faith thru this pandemic. We are owning it! 

Music – All rights reserved A706560 
 
 

 


