
Prophetic Readings 
 

Rev. Samantha Evans: Land Acknowledgement: Ohlone      
From the U.S. Department of Arts and Culture (not a government agency) 
 
We will begin our worship this morning by acknowledging that the land on which we 
gather today is the seized territory of the Ohlone people. We pay respects to their elders 
past and present. 
 
We acknowledge that every community, ours included, owes its existence and vitality to 
generations from around the world who contributed their hopes, dreams, and energy to 
making the history that led to this moment. Some people were brought against their will, 
some were drawn to leave their distant homes in hope of a better life, and some have lived 
on this land for more generations than can be counted.  
 
Truth and acknowledgement are critical to building mutual respect and connection across 
all barriers of heritage and difference, so we take this time to consider the many legacies of 
violence, displacement, migration, and settlement that bring us together today, while we 
imagine and hope for a future where all can belong and thrive in connection with one 
another, with Creation, and with God. 
 
Stephanie Easton: A Prophetic Word from I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World 
Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown 
 
“Christians talk about love a lot. It’s one of our favorite words, especially when the topic is 
race. 
 
 If we could just learn to love one another… 
 Love trumps hate… 
 Love someone different from you today. 
 
But I have found this love to be largely inconsequential … I am not interested in love that is 
aloof. In a love that refuses hard work, instead demanding a bite-size education that doesn’t 
transform anything. In a love that qualifies the statement “Black lives matter,” because it is 
unconvinced that it is true. I am not interested in a love that refuses to see systems and 
structures of injustice, preferring to ask itself only about personal intentions. 
 
This aloof kind of love is useless to me. 
 
I need a love that is troubled by injustice. A love that is provoked to anger when Black folks, 
including our children, lie dead in the streets. A love that can no longer be concerned with 
tone because it is concerned with life. A love that has no tolerance for hate, no excuses for 
racist decisions, no contentment in the status quo. I need a love that is fierce in its 
resilience and sacrifice. I need a love that chooses justice.” 
 



 
 
Akash Amalarsan:  A Prophetic Word from the Book of Amos 5:15-24    
 
Hate evil and love good, 
   and establish justice in the gate; 
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
   will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
In all the squares there shall be wailing; 
   and in all the streets they shall say, ‘Alas! alas!’ 
They shall call the farmers to mourning, 
   and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing; 
in all the vineyards there shall be wailing, 
   for I will pass through the midst of you, says the Lord. 
 
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
   Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
It is darkness, not light; 
   as if someone fled from a lion, 
   and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
   and was bitten by a snake. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
   and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
I hate, I despise your festivals, 
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings, 
   I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
   I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
   I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
But let justice roll down like waters, 
   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Nina Mundi: A Prophetic Word from Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde    
 
As women, we have been taught either to ignore our differences, or to view them as causes 
for separation and suspicion rather than as forces for change. Without community there is 
no liberation, only the most vulnerable and temporary armistice between an individual and 



her oppression. But community must not mean a shedding of our differences, nor the 
pathetic pretense that these differences do not exist. 
 
Those of us who stand outside the circle of this society’s definition of acceptable women; 
those of us who have been forged in the crucibles of difference — those of us who are poor, 
who are lesbians, who are Black, who are older — know that survival is not an academic 
skill. It is learning how to stand alone, unpopular and sometimes reviled, and how to make 
common cause with those others identified as outside the structures in order to define and 
seek a world in which we can all flourish. It is learning how to take our differences and 
make them strengths. For the master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house. They 
may allow us temporarily to beat him at his own game, but they will never enable us to 
bring about genuine change … In our world, divide and conquer must become define and 
empower. 
 
Rev. Irene Pak Lee: A Prophetic Word from the Book of Isaiah 58: 6-12    
 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
   to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
if you offer your food to the hungry 
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
   and your gloom be like the noonday. 
The Lord will guide you continually, 
   and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
   and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 
   like a spring of water, 
   whose waters never fail. 
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
   you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 



you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
   the restorer of streets to live in. 
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Ronni Pahl: A Prophetic Word from No Future Without Forgiveness by Desmond Tutu 
 
“Ubuntu is very difficult to render into a Western language. It speaks of the very essence of 
being human. When we want to give high praise to someone we say, “Yu, u nobuntu”; “Hey, 
so-and-so has ubuntu.” Then you are generous, you are hospitable, you are friendly and 
caring and compassionate. You share what you have.  
 
It is to say, “My humanity is caught up, is inextricably bound up, in yours.” We belong in a 
bundle of life. We say, “A person is a person through other persons.” It is not, “I think 
therefore I am.” It says rather: “I am human because I belong. I participate, I share.” A 
person with ubuntu is open and available to others, affirming of others, does not feel 
threatened that others are able and good, for he or she has a proper self-assurance that 
comes from knowing that he or she belongs in a greater whole and is diminished when 
others are humiliated or diminished, when others are tortured or oppressed, or treated as 
if they were less than who they are.” 
 
Marion Lee: A Prophetic Word from A Black Theology of Liberation by James Cone 
 
In the New Testament, the theme of liberation is reaffirmed by Jesus himself. The conflict 
with Satan and the powers of this world, the condemnation of the rich, the insistence that 
the kingdom of God is for the poor, and the locating of his ministry among the poor--these 
and other features of the career of Jesus show that his work was directed to the oppressed 
for the purpose of their liberation. To suggest that he was speaking of a "spiritual" 
liberation fails to take seriously Jesus' thoroughly Hebrew view of human nature. Entering 
into the kingdom of God means that Jesus himself becomes the ultimate loyalty of 
humanity, for he is the kingdom. This view of existence in the world has far reaching 
implications for economic, political, and social institutions. They can no longer have 
ultimate claim on human life; human beings are liberated and thus free to rebel against all 
powers that threaten human life. That is what Jesus had in mind when he said:  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord (Luke 4:18-19). 

 
 
A Prophetic Word from The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.     
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pVsIFRPB-w 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pVsIFRPB-w


Matthew 25:34-40 
Preached at Stone Church of Willow Glen by Rev. Samantha Evans 
January 19, 2020           

 

Sermon: Reflection on Prophet Sunday 
 
This past Friday, I had the distinct honor of travelling to Foothill College for An 
Evening of Conversation with Dr. Cornel West. For those of you who might not know 
who Dr. West is: he is a freedom fighter, an unapologetic Jesus follower, he is 
Professor of the Practice of Public Philosophy at Harvard and holds the title of 
Professor Emeritus at Princeton.  
 
He’s written several books about democracy and race. You may have seen him in 
one of the many documentaries he’s been featured in, CNN or Democracy, or even in 
the Matrix. According to this own bio: “In short, Cornel West has a passion to 
communicate to a vast variety of publics in order to keep alive the legacy of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. – a legacy of telling the truth and bearing witness to love and 
justice.” 
 
“A legacy of telling the truth and bearing witness to love and justice.” These are truly 
the marks of a prophet. One who dedicates their life to speaking hard truths, and 
fighting for the rights of all people, especially “the least of these.” Dr. West began his 
talk on Friday night, by quoting Socrates, asserting that “the unexamined life is not 
worth living,”  
 
He invited listeners to consider what it means to live an examined life. And he asked 
us to hold two traditions in our hands. In one hand, the critical thinking of Socrates, 
the one who was convicted of perverting the youth by encouraging, no demanding 
them to think for themselves, to question their surroundings, to question their 
leaders.  
 
Dr. West then invited us to hold in our other hand the tradition that comes out of 
Jerusalem, the tradition of prophetic witness which is rooted in God’s covenant with 
God’s people, promises which begin with God’s steadfast love, in Hebrew, known as 
chesed. The kind of love that transforms people and nations. The kind of love which 
invites and inspires receivers of that love to respond by rescuing the oppressed, 
defending the orphan, pleading for the widow, and loving the stranger in their 
midst. 
 
He invited us to hold these two traditions, excavating tools, to dig deep down into 
our very beings, to uncover what is good, what is beautiful, what is holy within us. 
To hold that and consider it, to examine it, and to take this new discovery, this new 



understanding of our power and to use it: not to further our own name, to climb the 
ladder of success, or wealth, or control. 
 
But instead to use it for one purpose and one purpose only: to look back down that 
ladder and to reach our hand to bring those who were left behind. To take the gifts 
we have been given and to use those gifts for the least of these, the forgotten and the 
unloved. The hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the 
imprisoned. 
 
We, as followers of Jesus, are called to use the gifts we have been given to serve the 
least of these.  
 
Now, as a preacher, I was shaking my head, “amen-ing,” and clapping the whole 
time. And then I had to check myself, because, if you hear the words of true prophet, 
and you don’t feel at least a little convicted by them, either they aren’t a true 
prophet or you aren’t listening very closely.  
 
A true prophet speaks difficult truths, especially for the privileged folk. Those who 
only visit the margins on mission trips or carefully managed volunteer shifts. Those 
whose humanity, whose very existence and livelihood isn’t on public trial.  
 
As a Queer person, and as a woman, there is a certain amount of marginalization 
that I experience. A certain angst that arises in me when the Supreme Court is the 
arbiter of my rights: if I can marry my partner or not. If I have a say over what 
happens to my body or not. 
 
And this angst is valid, however, because of my relative privilege, as a white person 
with a stable job and benefits, with a fair wage, and a supportive family and 
community.  
 
Because of this privilege, I am able to turn it off, to forget the discrimination and 
racism that black and brown folks experience every day;  
 
I am able to turn it off and forget the threat of violence and abuse that trans folks, 
especially black trans women, face every single day.  
 
I am able to turn it off and forget the existential crisis facing the Earth and her 
inhabitants, because I happen to live in San Jose, rather than Paradise, or Puerto 
Rico, or Australia.  
 



I am able to turn it off and forget, some days, because it is not a reality that I am 
forced to face every single moment, simply because of my body, my social location, 
the family I was born into and raised by.  
 
Dr. West quoted another prophet, Malcolm X, who said, “The examined life is 
painful.” 
 
The unexamined life is not worth living, thus if we want to truly live, to live well, we 
have no choice but to sit with that pain. To take stock of the suffering that is all 
around and within us. To consider our place in systems of domination and 
oppression. To seek to understand the legacy we have inherited so that we might 
create a future that is distinct from our past.   
 
It is painful and difficult to examine these aspects of our lives and our society, but 
the alternative is worse. For the alternative is not death or hate, no it’s not so 
extreme as that. The alternative is indifference.  
 
Indifference to the injustices our country was built on: the mass extinction and 
forced relocation of indigenous peoples. The Transatlantic slave trade, which 
subjugated African peoples into the worst form of slavery known to man, and 
created unimaginable wealth for the US, Britain, Portugal, and other countries in 
Western Europe.  
 
A legacy which has created a society that is hostile towards workers and poor folks. 
A society which allows billionaires to acquire unimaginable wealth while there are 
140 million poor and low-income people of all races and ethnicities in America. 
That’s 42% of people living in America. 
 
It is painful to remember these aspects of our lives and our society, but the 
alternative is to be indifferent to the injustices our country committed against freed 
Black folk in the South, who were not only segregated, but were denied Social 
Security. Black folk who served in World War II but were intentionally prevented 
from using their GI Bill to buy homes and create a foundation for wealth and 
security for them and their families. A legacy which has helped create a $154,000 
wealth gap between white and black families in America.  
 
It is painful to remember these aspects of our lives and our society, but the 
alternative is indifference to the legacy of racist immigration policies, starting with 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and subsequent bills that directly targeted 
Chinese laborers and women, bills that weren’t undone until the 1960’s.  
 



Bills that have created a legacy of racism immigration laws. Bills that look a lot like 
those currently on our books, preventing brown folks from majority Muslim 
countries, or South American countries, or basically any country that is 
predominantly made of people of color, non-white people. 
 
It is painful to remember these aspects of our lives and our society, but the 
alternative is indifference. And indifference will allow us to become well-adjusted to 
the evils of our society. Evils which prevent us from being fully reconciled to God 
and one another. Evils which prevent us from being the people God created us to be, 
people who extend steadfast love, chesed, to all people, and especially to the least of 
these.  
 
To those who are hungry, thirsty, suffering under the oppression of poverty. To 
those who are strangers, outcasts, folks living on the margins, suffering under the 
oppression of rejection and alienation. To those who are sick, who are differently 
abled, who move through the world differently, suffering under the oppression of 
stigma and judgement. 
 
Indifference to injustice and the suffering of the least of these, will rob us of our 
souls, that which is deep down within our very beings, which calls to us to be people 
of God, people who have first received the grace, the love, the faithfulness of God, 
people who have been created and formed and taught to extend that same love back 
to God and to one another, especially to the least of these.  
 
Dr. King calls for a new organization: The International Association for the 
Advancement of Creative Maladjustment. A movement of people who refuse to 
become well-adjusted to the evils of society, people who refuse to be indifferent in 
the face of injustice. People who decide to sit with the pain, to take stock of the 
suffering around and within us, to extend food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, 
clothing to the naked, welcome to the stranger, care to the sick, and fellowship to the 
imprisoned.  
 
To be a people marked by chesed, steadfast, unwavering love for God, for God’s 
people, and for God’s Creation.  
 
Dr. King professed hope, that when we take this call seriously, “We will be able to 
emerge from the bleak and desolate midnight of man’s inhumanity to man into the 
bright and glittering daybreak of freedom and justice.”1 
 

 
1 Dr. King, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pVsIFRPB-w 



Let it be so. In the name of the Triune God, who Creates, Sustains, and Redeems us 
all. Amen. 
 


