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The Stone Church of Willow Glen - 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

San José, California 
August 16, 2020 ~ 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

The Preparation for the Word 
Before worship, speak with God. During worship, let God speak to you. After worship, 

speak to one another. 

Prelude  Preludes by request (see last page for announcement)                     
                                                                                                          Pam Hood, Interim Organist                                         

Welcome                                    The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 

Call to Worship ~ based on Psalm 67            Jody Meacham, Ruling Elder 
 May God be gracious to us, and bless us,  
  and make God’s face to shine upon us. 

May God’s ways be known everywhere: in the hidden places of our hearts and in 
the comfort of our homes; 

  In every corner of our world and in the farthest reaches of creation. 
 May God transform us, heal our broken places and renew the face of the earth.   
  May God be gracious to us, and bless us,  
 And make God’s face to shine upon us. Let us worship God! 

Opening Hymn #316  “Breathe on me, Breath of God”  
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Call to Confession  
Being human, we never find it easy to ask for forgiveness. But as God's children, 
called to live in relationship with one another, we know we must speak of how we 
have hurt or wronged others, so we might be forgiven and restored to new 
life.  Please join me as we pray to God, saying, 

Prayer of Confession  
What more can we say, Expectant God, that you don't know already? 
You long for justice for all people, but it is washed away by the flood 
of violence in our world. You hope that righteousness will walk with 
us, but you hear the cries of those we mistreat or walk right by. You 
ask us to speak up for those in need, but we find it easier to turn away 
and claim we don’t have the right words to speak. 

Holy One, forgive us. Have mercy when we do not bear the fruit we 
could. Continue to expand our hearts and receive your grace. Help us 
to trust promises of hope and courage you have given to us in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

Silence 
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Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are 
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve.  

  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.   

Passing of the Peace Liturgy  
May we receive and offer the peace that Christ offers. The peace of Christ be with 
you. 

  And also with you. 
 The peace of Christ be with our neighbors, our friends, and our families. 
  And also with you. 
 The peace of Christ be with the stranger, our enemies, those who are feared. 
  And also with you. 
 The peace of Christ be with the world and all of God’s beloved. 
  And also with you.  

Sisters, brothers, and siblings in Christ, let us be at peace with ourselves and with 
all whom we meet. Amen. 

We Listen To God’s Word 

The Old Testament Lesson Genesis 45:1-15 
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and 
he cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his 
brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer 
him, so dismayed were they at his presence.  

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He 
said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; 
and there are five more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. 
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive 
for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, 
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle 
in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will 
provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that 
you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” And now 
your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that 
speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honoured in Egypt, and 
all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.’ Then he fell upon 
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 
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kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 
him.  

Anthem                  “God Help the Outcasts” from The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
                                                                  Music/lyrics by Alan Menken & Stephen Schwartz  
                                                                                                                             Judy West, Soloist 

Children’s Sermon                     Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator 

Gospel Lesson       Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28 
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: it is not 
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles.’ Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know 
that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ He answered, 
‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, 
both will fall into a pit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ Then he 
said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes 
out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile.’  

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy 
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not 
answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, 
for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He 
answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She 
said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.  

Sermon   “Facing Our Prejudice”    The Rev. Sammie Evans 
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We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Use Stone’s PayPal account via the 
“donate” button at 
https://www.stonechurch.org/; keep in 
mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 30¢ per 
transaction of the amount as a service fee, 
so you may want to adjust your gift 
accordingly. 

Use your own PayPal account to “send 
money” (without a fee) to 
office_manager@stonechurch.org, using 
“friends and family” and your checking 
account, for which there are no fees. Enter 
a memo to specify the reason for the 
donation.  

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal from 
your checking. For more info contact 
office_manager@stonchurch.org  

Use your bank's online bill pay to send a 
check to Stone Church. 

Snail mail your check:  
1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125 

Drop off your check in the locked mail box 
outside the office door. 

Offertory  “Nocturne in E-flat Major Op. 9, No. 2”       Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849)  
“Amazing Grace”                                                    John Newton (1725-1807)  

                                                                                                                              arr. by Pam Hood 

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication            

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn #358  “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

 
  

https://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:office_manager@stonchurch.org
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Charge and Benediction 

Postlude  Fughetta super: “Dies sind die heli'gen zehn Gebot” BWV 679  
    (These are the Holy Ten Commandments)              J. S. Bach (1685-1750)  
                                                                                                 Schoenstein Organ, Stone Church 

 

ASL Interpreter ~ Patty Lessard 

Zoom Worship Coordinator ~ Michelle Walters 
 Coordinates the logistics of the worship participants, via Zoom controls.  
 Backup ~ Andrew Clark 

Tech Usher ~ 
 During the worship service, they monitor the Zoom chat box and review the visuals 
 for appropriate content. Email Jodi Lax to sign-up (jalikel@gmail.com). 

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 

Music – All rights reserved A706560 

Please see announcements on the last page. 
 

 
1937 Lincoln Ave 

San Jose, Ca 
408-269-1593 

www.stonechurch.org 

 

The Rev. Sammie Evans (Pastor) 
 sammie_evans@stonechurch.org  

The Rev. Irene Pak Lee (Assoc. Pastor) –Maternity leave 

The Rev. Sharon LeClaire (Stated Supply) 
 Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. David McCreath (Parish Associate) 
 rovinrev@yahoo.com  

The Rev. Marge Palmer (Pastor Emerita) 
 margepalmer@comcast.net  

Nancy Kromm (Choir Director) 
 nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org  

Pam Hood (Interim Organist) 
 pam_hood@stonechurch.org  

Mary Jo Blazek (Church School Administrator) 
 maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org  

Jennifer Scott-Brand (Office Manager) 
 office_manager@stonechurch.org  

Ruthanne Martinez (Treasurer) 
 treasurer@stonechurch.org  

Joanne Vliet (StoneNews Editor) 
 stone_news@stonechurch.org  

Presbyterian Women - Jean Raby 
 ringnsing@prodigy.net  

Men’s Mission & Ministry (MMM)  
      Leland Wong hikingscco@gmail.com 

Stephen Ministry Coordinators 
 Carol Lathrop carlath@sbcglobal.net  
 Pauline Moore  paulinemoorepower@gmail.com  

Prayer Chain Coordinators  
 Jan Keifer keiferjj@sbcglobal.net  
 Steven Graham stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com 

StoneCares - Stonecares@stonechurch.org 

The Board of Deacons 

Moderator ~ Janice Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Ginny Barret 
Janice Goertz 
Barbara Krause 
Wayne Martin 
Aby Ryan 
Kate Wheatley 

Sue Evans 
Steven Graham 
Jim Hagan 
Jan Keifer 
Jodi Lax 
Kelsey Lax 
Scott Nelson 
Nancy Paul 

Tim Collins 
Angie Davidson 
Nanci Eksterowicz 
Julia Kiplinger 
Mike Kunz 
Sabine Nelson 
Ronni Pahl 
Nancy Shearer 

The Elders of the Session 

Clerk of Session ~ Mel Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Fran Cole 
Bob Fraser 
Brian Gustafson 

Jody Meacham  
Stephen Lord 
Lizanne Oliver 

Amity Bateman 
Tammy Coleman 
Todd Davidson 
Julie Ludwig 
Alice McNelis 
Charlotte McNelis 
Mike Raby-Brown 

Bob Cole 
Derk Johnson 
Emily Meacham 
Nina Mundi 
Fred Oliver 
Kathy Stark 

 

mailto:jalikel@gmail.com
http://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:sammie_evans@stonechurch.org
mailto:Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com
mailto:rovinrev@yahoo.com
mailto:margepalmer@comcast.net
mailto:nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org
mailto:pam_hood@stonechurch.org
mailto:maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
mailto:treasurer@stonechurch.org
mailto:stone_news@stonechurch.org
mailto:ringnsing@prodigy.net
mailto:hikingscco@gmail.com
mailto:carlath@sbcglobal.net
mailto:paulinemoorepower@gmail.com
mailto:keiferjj@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com
mailto:Stonecares@stonechurch.org
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Announcements 
 
Preludes By Request -  Our Interim Organist, Pam Hood,  would like to know your favorite songs and hymns 
so she can incorporate them into our worship services. Until mid-September the 10 minutes allotted for the 
Prelude will be reserved for your requests. Please email Pam with your requests 
(pam_hood@stonechurch.org). 
 
Little Dresses for Africa Sew-in Day will be a little different this year. Dresses are being shipped to Africa in 
September (via a  40-foot container); now is the time sew!  Sewing now gives us time to ship dresses to 
Michigan for inclusion in the September shipment. If you are interested please contact Claudia Hamm  
(jnchamm@gmail.com or 408-356-6665).  
 
Presbyterian Week of Action on Black Lives Matter - As a centerpiece of this movement, PC(USA) will host 
a Presbyterian Week of Action. This endeavor is structured to provide a public witness that facilitates 
education, visibility, and action that reinforces our PC(USA) statements and policy around the support of 
eradicating racism and acknowledging that God loves all Black lives. By joining together as national staff and 
the greater church, we hope to provide faithful leadership in the area of justice, love, and equality within our 
denomination and communities. The Week of Action will be held from August 24-30; full statement, list of 
events, and other resources can be found here. 
 
Stone Church Fall Camping Update - Our fall camping trip is still tentatively scheduled for October 16th - 18th 
at Mt. Madonna county park. Meredith Hurley (coordinator) is still waiting to hear from the Santa Clara County 
Health Dept. to see if they will cancel group campsites through October. Currently group site reservations are 
canceled through September 17th. Stay tuned if you're still hoping to attend if things improve with COVID. 

“Bee” a Reader – The Little Free Library is once again open! It’s in front of Lincoln House (church office) as 
an outreach to our community; and you can help by supplying books when the supply is low. “Take a book 
…share a book” to keep it healthy, happy & full for everyone. Thank you Cluadia Hamm for taking care of our 
little box of literature; contact her (jnchamm@gmail.com) with book donations or questions. 

In Times Like These - We are living in strange times…the pandemic, politics, and the difficulty of job cuts or 
even job loss.  There’s a line from “Fiddler on the Roof” where Tevye sings “God wants us to be joyful even 
when our hearts lie panting on the floor…” Does life feel like that to you right now? It is true, of course, that 
God wants us to be joyful, and God knows the stress and fatigue and the multitude of feelings we are 
experiencing.  A source that can help us manage our feelings is the book of Psalms.  I have written a book 
“Psalms for People Like Us: Twice Daily Devotions for Those with Mental Health Challenges,” that calls upon 
the Psalms for topics like Trust, Mercy, Healing, Hope. Forgiveness and more. With the world as it is, this book 
is for anyone looking for support whether or not you have any connection to mental health concerns. The book 
(including shipping) is $14.40. Make check payable to Rev. Sharon LeClaire; email her for her mailing address, 
or look in the directory (Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com) and she mail you the book.  Take comfort in these 
troubled times—let the Psalms soothe your soul. 

Shelter in Place Drop-in Group - A few months ago Kathleen O’Brien started a Shelter in place Drop-in 
Group to give people support during this difficult pandemic time.  Many people felt isolated and frustrated with 
the limitations on life and needed some way to connect with others.  The group was formed to meet that need. 
As we all adjust to the “New Normal” way of life, the Shelter in Place Drop-in Group should be flexible enough 
to evolve too.  As a result, instead of weekly meetings, perhaps we could change to two times a month for 
August; and adjust accordingly going forward.   August Zoom meetings will be Wed, Aug 5th (10:00 am) and 
Wed, Aug 26 (10:00 am). Kathleen would like feedback on the change, so let her know what you’d like. As the 
name implies, this is a drop-in group, you don’t need to zoom every meeting, just when you feel the need. For 
the meeting link, please contact Kathleen (Kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com, 408-499-9275). 
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