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 The Stone Church of Willow Glen - 
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San José, California 
 

October 25, 2020 - 9:30 a.m. 
Consecration Sunday 

 

 

 

 

The Preparation for the Word 

Prelude                                                                        Pam Hood, Interim Organist 

Welcome                   The Rev. Irene Pak Lee, Associate Pastor 

Call to Worship                                            Josh Alwood, Liturgist 
                                                                    Alice & Rod Thorn, Congregational Responders 
 We are invited to share in Christ's ministry of compassion. 

As we prepare to worship God, we seek to widen our hearts that we 
might cradle the lost, the lonely, and the heartbroken. 

 We are invited to learn more about who God is with each passing day. 
As we prepare to worship God, we seek to open our minds that we 
might discern God's dreams for us and for the world. 

We are invited to take notice of the Spirit, which is planted within us and swirls 
about us. 

As we prepare to worship God, we seek to deepen our attunement to 
God that we might grow in love, wisdom, and compassion. 

 Let it be so, and let us worship God! 

Opening Hymn “Great God of Every Blessing”     #694 Glory to God hymnal 
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Call to Confession  
Too often we make our decisions from a place of scarcity or fear of the unknown. 
This causes us to drift from God’s paths, for God calls us to be bold in faith and 
generous in spirit. To repent is to turn back, so let pray together and seek to turn 
back to God’s ways. 

 
Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God of Abundance, we have grown comfortable with the 
ways of the world. We do not welcome the new life you offer in Christ. 
We do not accept your ways of exerting power through vulnerability 
and wisdom through sacrifice. Seeking control in our lives, we hoard 
the gifts you offer, doubt the promises you make, and wander from 
your ways of compassion and justice. 
 
Forgive us, we pray, for seeking our gain at the expense of others. 
Help us bend our lives toward your own life of self-giving and 
sacrifice. Fill us, our homes and churches, the whole world, with the 
abundant love of Christ until all of Creation is made new. 

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon     The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor  

Passing of the Peace Liturgy      
 The peace of Christ be with you.   
  And also with you. 

We Listen To God’s Word 

Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far 
as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as 
far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the 
city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, ‘This is the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, “I will give it to your 
descendants”; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over 
there.’ Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the 
Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-
peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred and 
twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not 
abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days; then 
the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 
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Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face. He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent 
him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his 
entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power 
that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

Children’s Choir                   “All God’s Creatures Got a Place in the Choir” 
                                                                                                     Bill Staines: arr., Pamela Hood 
                                         sung by members of Stepping Stones Choir with guest, Bob Cole 
                                                                                   Prepared by Peggy Spool and Pam Hood 

All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wires 
And some just clap their hands, or paws, or 
anything they got now 
 
All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wires 
And some just clap their hands, or paws, or 
anything they got now 
 
Listen to the bass, it's the one on the bottom 
Where the bullfrog croaks and the hippopotamus 
Moans and groans with a big t'do 
And the old cow just goes moo 
 
The dogs and the cats they take up the middle 
While the honeybee hums and the cricket fiddles 
The donkey brays and the pony neighs 
And the old coyote howls 
 
All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wires 
And some just clap their hands, or paws, or 
anything they got now 

Listen to the top where the little birds sing 
On the melodies with the high notes ringing 
The hoot owl hollers over everything 
And the jaybird disagrees 
 
Singin' in the night time, singing in the day 
The little duck quacks, then he's on his way 
The 'possum ain't got much to say 
And the porcupine talks to himself 
 
All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wires 
And some just clap their hands, or paws, or 
anything they got now 
 
It's a simple song of living sung everywhere 
By the ox and the fox and the grizzly gear 
The grumpy alligator the the hawk above 
The sly raccoon and the turtle dove 
 
All God's critters got a place in the choir 
Some sing low, some sing higher 
Some sing out loud on the telephone wires 
And some just clap their hands, or paws, or 
anything they got now 
 

Children’s Sermon                     Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator 
  



 

5 | P a g e  

Gospel Reading   Matthew 22:34-46 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘“You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. “On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.’ 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
‘What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of 
David.’  He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying,  
“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under 
your feet’?” 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son? ‘No one was able to give him 
an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

Sermon    “Consecration”                The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 

Use Stone’s PayPal account via the 
“donate” button at 
https://www.stonechurch.org/; keep in 
mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 30¢ per 
transaction of the amount as a service fee, 
so you may want to adjust your gift 
accordingly. 

Use your own PayPal account to “send 
money” (without a fee) to 
office_manager@stonechurch.org, using 
“friends and family” and your checking 
account, for which there are no fees. Enter 
a memo to specify the reason for the 
donation.  

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal from 
your checking. Contact 
office_manager@stonchurch.org for more 
info. 

Use your bank's online bill pay to send a 
check to Stone Church. 

Mail check: 1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125 Drop off your check in the locked mail 
box outside the office door. 

  

https://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:office_manager@stonchurch.org
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Offertory   “Gigue” from Partita #1 in B-flat BWV 825               J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

                                                                             Giubiasco hauptwerk organ (Switzerland, 2008) 

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication            

Consecrating 2021 Pledges 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn #434  “Today We Are Called to Be Disciples”  
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Charge and Benediction 

Postlude    “Prelude in F major”        Johann Ludwig Krebs (1713-1780);  
                                                                                                      formerly ascribed to J. S. Bach 
 

ASL Interpreter ~ Hannah Pahl 

Zoom Worship Coordinator ~ The Rev. Sammie Evans 
 Coordinates the logistics of the worship participants, via Zoom controls.  
 Backup ~ The Rev. Irene Pak Lee 

Music – All rights reserved A706560 

Please see announcements below. 

 

Announcements 

Consecration Sunday – During October we’ve enjoyed Stewardship’s videos of “Be in the ZOOM 
Where It Happens!” Today we end with Consecration Sunday, the day we commit to our annual 
pledge to Stone Church. You are the people that make Stone Church happen; and your pledge today 
helps to create next year’s budget. You may pledge online, www.stonechurch.org/2021-pledge-
campaign, either through the electronic form or by downloading and printing the paper form, filling it 
out, and mailing to the church office, or emailing office_manager@stonechurch.org; pledge 
information is confidential and will not be shared.  

Youth Group Pumpkin Carving/Decorating – Today - Bring a pumpkin to decorate, you might win 
a fun prize! Meet in the church backyard this afternoon (3-5pm)! OR you can virtually join the 
contest by “showing us” your pumpkin via Facetime at 4:30pm, when the panel of judges arrive. Of 
course, we will all be socially distanced/masked. Questions? Contact Rev. Irene Pak Lee 
(Irene_pak@stonechurch.org).  

Daylight Savings Ends next Sunday, November 1st – Yep, next week is November; so remember 
to turn your clock back 1 hour so you’ll make it to Zoom church on time! 

All Saints’ Day, Next Week ~ Remembering the Saints – Next Sunday, we will name and honor 
the saints among us that have died this past year (November 2019-present). If there is someone you 
loved that has died this past year and you would like to have named during the All Saints’ Litany next 
week, please e-mail those names to Rev. Irene Pak Lee by October 28th. 
(irene_pak@stonechurch.org). 

Shelter in Place Drop-in Group will meet twice monthly;  the next meeting is this Wed, Oct 28th 
(10:00 am). This group, offered by Kathleen O’Brien, is to give people support during this difficult 
pandemic time.  Many people felt isolated and frustrated with the limitations on life and needed some 
way to connect with others.  As the name implies, this is a drop-in group, you don’t need to zoom 
every meeting, just when you feel the need. For the meeting link, please contact Kathleen 
(Kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com, 408-499-9275). 
  

http://www.stonechurch.org/2021-pledge-campaign
http://www.stonechurch.org/2021-pledge-campaign
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
mailto:Irene_pak@stonechurch.org
mailto:irene_pak@stonechurch.org
mailto:Kathleenobrien2004@gmail.com
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Sing for the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service -  In preparation for this year’s Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Worship Service,  Cantor Amanda Edmonson (cantoramanda@templesanjose.org), is putting 
together a virtual choir, and you are invited to participate. Anyone interested should contact Cantor 
Edmondson prior to this week’s zoom rehearsal on Thurs, October 29th  (see times below). She will 
provide the zoom link, as well as guide tracks and instructions for each person to record and upload 
their parts. There are parts for children as well, so email her for more info. The first rehearsal will be 
separated by voice part: Sopranos (7-7:30pm); Altos (7:30-8pm); Tenors/Basses (8-8:30pm). 
 
Getting Out the Vote! Helpful Voter resources 
The Stone Church community has been very active in engagement and information-sharing 
activities for Election 2020. Thank you to all who participated in our Voter Engagement survey, and to 
the amazing volunteers who fanned out across the congregation to lead those conversations! Below 
are a few important resources for those who have not yet mailed their ballot, or voted in person: 

 How to be an Anti-Racist Voter session recording - The passcode is !z370WHh - Both the 
document and the session recording were delivered in partnership with SURJ at Sacred Heart, 
and inspired by the works of Ibram X. Kendi, who wrote the book "How to be an Anti-Racist.”  

 How to be an Anti-Racist Voter slide session   

 League of Women Voters election guide  - The League led an Adult Ed with Stone several 
weeks ago, and published this guide focused on the statewide propositions, and one regional 
measure. 

 Silicon Valley DeBug voters’ guide - Like SURJ at Sacred Heart, Silicon Valley De-Bug is one 
of the community partners StoneWorks works with, on racial justice and equal justice under the 
law. Their guide is focused on the statewide propositions. 

 Additional Voting Information - Anyone needing more information on how to vote can visit 
the Santa Clara County official voting site, and "How to Mark Your Vote by Mail Ballot" (note 
for either site, if a prompt asks you to sign in, just “x out” of that box and the page will launch) 

Stephen Ministry in a Pandemic - One-to-one relationship with a Stephen Minister take on 
added importance during a pandemic.  Our daily needs for live contact with another person intensify; 
therefore, some recognize they don’t do well when shut off from working in concert with others in a 
job, or in a classroom, community or social group.  Others may plead for time alone, quiet, and space 
to pursue personal interests when home is shared with students zooming to school, home workers, 
and the pressure of essentials such as who is going to prepare the meals, and snacks, and clean-up?  
How our lives have changed during Covid 19!   

A weekly one-to-one confidential time with a trained Stephen Minister can be a relief and bright 
support!  Safety protocols now require that time together will probably be masked and perhaps 
outdoors in lawn chairs or in a park or seating at a coffee shop or invent other safe places.  Check out 
the possibilities for what you need, with Stephen Leaders: Carol Lathrop (carlath@sbcglobal.net) or 
Pauline Moore (Paulinemoorepower@gmail.com). 

Update From The Office – Next week the office manager will send out an update with a letter from 
our pastor as well as a few other Stone Church tidbits. If you aren’t already part of our email list, and 
would like to receive office updates as well as Fred’s Weekly Update, please email 
office_manager@stonechurch.org and let Jennifer know to you want to be added to our list.  

  

mailto:cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/c1ygDCBLorXxJomWKQJ_1HykhzXsxN0hoT641wuZ1WHRuiLpCWDIRErzNrbFEFlA.IzpGvdAx2Ts2VvgP
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IQJN-h18IWxT04rBEjHDnct6jWUCVRCxcwbBFSUUwm8/edit#slide=id.g97d149227e_1_0
https://lwvc.org/vote/elections/ballot-recommendations
https://mailchi.mp/7e671227f2be/the-protect-your-people-2020-voter-guide-4475134?e=8218e981c3
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/rov/Pages/Registrar-of-Voters.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/rov/VBM/Pages/MarkVMB.aspx
mailto:carlath@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Paulinemoorepower@gmail.com
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
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Peace and Justice Working Group - In an effort to engage folks throughout the San Jose 
Presbytery, the Peace and Justice Working Group is supporting the work of the CORE (Committee on 
Representation and Empowerment) by distributing monthly flyers through the end of 2020. Each 
month will include a list of education and action opportunities to engage us in connecting with each 
other around the topic of antiracism. The monthly flyers are available through the Weekly Update; but 
some of the upcoming education events have been listed in these. In addition, the group has some 
action opportunities below: 

 Learn about “How to be an Antiracist Voter” with SURJ at Sacred Heart during an interactive 
Zoom workshop. What does it mean to be “antiracist”? How can we apply antiracism in our 
lives and how we vote? Based on the concepts presented by Ibram X. Kendi in “How to be an 
Antiracist,” we will discuss these questions and look at the upcoming election with a racial 
justice lens. Email Carol Stephenson (carols@sacredheartcs.org) to learn more about how to 
register for these online workshops throughout October.  

 People Acting in Community Together (PACT) is phone banking to encourage voter 
engagement with low-propensity voters. Sign up here to join the Wed, Oct 28th meeting and  
learn how to talk with people throughout Silicon Valley from your own home through the 
remainder of October. Link to Facebook here.  

 Join SURJ Santa Cruz’s mailing list and take action locally (click here to learn more) to support 
the movement for black lives.  

 
 

1937 Lincoln Ave 
San Jose, Ca 
408-269-1593 

www.stonechurch.org 

 

The Rev. Sammie Evans (Pastor) 
 sammie_evans@stonechurch.org  

The Rev. Irene Pak Lee (Assoc. Pastor)  
       irene_pak@stonechurch.org 

The Rev. Sharon LeClaire (Stated Supply) 
 Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com 

The Rev. Dr. David McCreath (Parish Associate) 
 rovinrev@yahoo.com  

The Rev. Marge Palmer (Pastor Emerita) 
 margepalmer@comcast.net  

Nancy Kromm (Choir Director) 
 nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org  

Pam Hood (Interim Organist) 
 pam_hood@stonechurch.org  

Mary Jo Blazek (Church School Administrator) 
 maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org  

Jennifer Scott-Brand (Office Manager) 
 office_manager@stonechurch.org  

Ruthanne Martinez (Treasurer) 
 treasurer@stonechurch.org  

Joanne Vliet (StoneNews Editor) 
 stone_news@stonechurch.org  

Presbyterian Women - Jean Raby 
 ringnsing@prodigy.net  

Men’s Mission & Ministry (MMM)  
      Leland Wong hikingscco@gmail.com 

Stephen Ministry Coordinators 
 Carol Lathrop carlath@sbcglobal.net  
 Pauline Moore  paulinemoorepower@gmail.com  

Prayer Chain Coordinators  
 Jan Keifer keiferjj@sbcglobal.net  
 Steven Graham stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com 

StoneCares - Stonecares@stonechurch.org 

The Board of Deacons 

Moderator ~ Janice Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Ginny Barret 
Janice Goertz 
Barbara Krause 
Wayne Martin 
Aby Ryan 
Kate Wheatley 

Sue Evans 
Steven Graham 
Jim Hagan 
Jan Keifer 
Jodi Lax 
Kelsey Lax 
Scott Nelson 
Nancy Paul 

Tim Collins 
Angie Davidson 
Nanci Eksterowicz 
Julia Kiplinger 
Mike Kunz 
Sabine Nelson 
Ronni Pahl 
Nancy Shearer 

The Elders of the Session 

Clerk of Session ~ Mel Goertz 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Fran Cole 
Bob Fraser 
Brian Gustafson 

Jody Meacham  
Stephen Lord 
Lizanne Oliver 

Amity Bateman 
Tammy Coleman 
Todd Davidson 
Julie Ludwig 
Alice McNelis 
Charlotte McNelis 
Mike Raby-Brown 

Bob Cole 
Derk Johnson 
Emily Meacham 
Nina Mundi 
Fred Oliver 
Kathy Stark 

 

 

https://www.surjatsacredheart.org/
https://bookshop.org/books/how-to-be-an-antiracist/9780525509288
https://bookshop.org/books/how-to-be-an-antiracist/9780525509288
https://www.pactsj.org/
https://tinyurl.com/pactphoneparty
https://www.facebook.com/PACTSJ/photos/a.10150365509189884/10158945813899884/?type=3
https://surjsantacruz.com/take-action/#surjsantacruz
http://www.stonechurch.org/
mailto:sammie_evans@stonechurch.org
mailto:irene_pak@stonechurch.org
mailto:Sharon.j.leclaire@gmail.com
mailto:rovinrev@yahoo.com
mailto:margepalmer@comcast.net
mailto:nancy_kromm@stonechurch.org
mailto:pam_hood@stonechurch.org
mailto:maryjo_blazek@stonechurch.org
mailto:office_manager@stonechurch.org
mailto:treasurer@stonechurch.org
mailto:stone_news@stonechurch.org
mailto:ringnsing@prodigy.net
mailto:hikingscco@gmail.com
mailto:carlath@sbcglobal.net
mailto:paulinemoorepower@gmail.com
mailto:keiferjj@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stevenrichardgraham@gmail.com
mailto:Stonecares@stonechurch.org

