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The Good News 
 
Well good morning, my friends. It really is good to see all of you. This past week has 
been so very strange and difficult. We have all been working really hard to pivot in 
this time, finding different ways to work, different daily rhythms, different ways to 
connect. I have been trying to count the things that I am grateful for, and among 
them are all of you, the gift of good food and time to cook it, the ability to spend 
more time with my cats and my partner, and the shared desire and commitment that 
we all have to create and imagine different ways of being the “gathered body.” 
 
I am grateful that while we all safely shelter-in-place, we are able to still come 
together to worship God, to be assured of God’s promises, and to be with one 
another so that we might trust that we are never, ever alone. That God is still at 
work in our midst. That God is still moving through each and every one of us, 
bringing about hope and joy and peace and restoration for all.  
 
I am grateful for the liturgical season of Lent. The prayers and themes and 
Scriptures of this season give us tools and a framework to feel what we’re feeling, as 
we navigate our own isolation. This season holds space for us to grieve, to wander, 
to question, and to seek to rely on God. To seek to rely on God’s promises as we 
yearn for Easter Sunday. And not just the one that is coming a few weeks, but the 
one, true and final Resurrection Day when all become whole, when all of Creation 
knows harmony once again, when all things truly become new.    
 
When I ask myself the word I most need in this time, it is this: that God’s promises 
are true, that God’s love is steadfast, that even in the midst of this dark, dark night, 
God is with us, and God will bring us through this.  
 
These past few weeks, folks have been throwing around so much bad and frankly, 
violent theology. About why we’re here, how we got here, who God is punishing and 
why. And it’s so dangerous because it lays a foundation for racist rhetoric, which 
only serves to further divide us and raise suspicions of “the other.” But not only that, 
it has poured fuel on the fire of white supremacy and given folks permission to do 
psychological, emotional, spiritual, and physical harm to Asian people, here and 
around the world.  
 
As a theologian and a follower of Christ, I feel a responsibility to speak out against 
this kind of violent theology. For it is not only unfaithful and untrue, it is evil, for it 



leads not to God, but to death. It leads not to grace and forgiveness, but to exile and 
sin. 
 
In the beginning of John’s gospel, it says that Jesus came to take away the sin of the 
world. Note it does not say, to take away the sin of every believing individual. It says 
take away the sin of the world. For sin is not just a bad thing we do, sin is the state of 
being. It is the state of being separated from God, living in exile, unreconciled with 
those around us, unconnected from God, from Creation, from our truest selves.  
 
Sin is individual and it’s corporate. It is the state of being, in which we all inhabit in 
this very broken world. And it is this that Christ came to disrupt. To transform. To 
take away the sin of the world is to destroy the state of separation which exists 
between God and God’s Creation.  
 
To transform our state of exile into a state of harmony and connection, one that is 
built on love, built by grace, and gives rise to perfect peace and joy for all, in all, and 
between all.  
 
This story of the blind man in the gospel of John beautifully reveals how Jesus 
intends to do all of this. And the story is set up in such a way that it deconstructs the 
ways we think about sin and redemption, and creates in its place the much more 
beautiful and grace-filled way Jesus intends to take away the sin of the world. 
 
There are two assumptions at play here within the community in this text, which are 
also shamefully, still very present in our own world today. One is that a person is 
born blind on account of sin. The disciples ask whose sin it was that he should be 
born blind, the Pharisees proclaim him as being born entirely in sins. The rest of the 
community doesn’t say anything, but they don’t have to, for this man’s status as a 
beggar tells us everything we need to know about how the community views this 
man. A blind man, born in sin, must be a beggar, because he can never be full 
participant in the community.  
 
The second assumption of folks in this text, and folks who live today, is that one is a 
sinner if they do not follow a strict adherence to the law. This is how the Pharisees 
seek to discredit Jesus. They say that a man who is truly from God would never 
break the Sabbath. This surely reveals his true sinner state.  
 
This view of sin, which many hold dear, is simple, and it seems to make it easy for us 
to discern what is right and wrong. Good and bad. What leads to God and what leads 
to sin and death. But it’s not this simple. It never was. 
 



And that’s because the path toward God is not paved by simple, step-by-step 
directions, it is paved by grace. Illogical, abundant, reckless grace.  
  
Jesus proclaims that this man wasn’t born blind because of sin. His blindness did 
lead to sin, but it wasn’t his or his parents’ sin. It was the sin of the community, 
which exiled him on account of his blindness. They exiled him because he was 
different, because he moved through the world differently, because they feared him. 
 
The sin is found in the way the community forced this man to become a beggar, 
forgotten and reviled, because he is different. When Jesus healed this man, removed 
his blindness, he sought to take away the sin of this community. To take away the 
thing which separated this man from his people.   
 
Removing the blindness was intended to be a gift of grace for the entire community. 
It was meant to reconcile them all back to one another, to re-interpret sin and reveal 
the path toward restoration and redemption, the path back to God. 
 
At the end of the text, the Pharisees say, “we aren’t blind, are we?” And Jesus says, 
“You say that you see, so your sin remains.” They could see with their eyes the 
removal of sin—the reconciliation of a man back to his community—yet they 
couldn’t recognize this as the gospel, so they remained in sin. They remained in 
separation.  
 
Whose sin is it that we living in global pandemic? Is it our sin or the sin of our 
parents? It’s neither, and both. It’s the sin of all of us. It’s the sin, the state of 
separation we existed in before we were ordered to shelter-in-place.  
 
The good news, also known as the gospel, is that Jesus is taking this sin away. The 
hard part, of course, is that we aren’t trained very well to perceive what that actually 
looks like. We think of sin as a bad thing we do or don’t do. And righteousness as 
following the law perfectly. But given the reality of our very broken world, this just 
isn’t as simple as we would like it to be.  
 
I think the invitation to all of us in this time is to consider the ways in which we 
might emerge from this differently. To consider what Christ might be removing, 
what barriers Christ might be breaking down, so that we might be reconnected to 
God, to one another, and to our very selves, in ways we could have never imagined 
before.  
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 



he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 

for his name’s sake. 
 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff— 

they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

my whole life long. 
 
In the name of the Triune God, who Creates, Sustains, and Redeems us all. Amen. 
 


