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A Reflection 
  
My friends, we are living in a time of revelation. By which I mean that there are 
things being revealed to us, things about our world, our society, our values. There 
are injustices being revealed. Hatred being revealed. Suffering being revealed in 
ways that we have not necessarily been attuned to before now. 
 
I say this to say that the racism and rampant white supremacy that is built into our 
most beloved and trusted institutions, the injustice and inequity that is being 
revealed anew, is not new. Listening to and receiving the words of the prophets of 
old and the prophets of today attune us to that reality.  
 
I feel especially shaken by the words of James Baldwin. The words he wrote in 1963 
are as poignant and devastating then as they are now. For the true is that we are still 
not free. We are all bound by the chains of white supremacy. These chains divide us. 
These chains convince us that there is no other way. These chains destroy 
community of color. These chains destroy, snuff out the life of Black and Indigenous 
people, and other people of color.  
 
These chains hold us back from being the people God created us to be. People of 
mercy. People of justice. People of equity and peace. 
 
We are living in a time of revelation. And as we become attuned to the realities of 
our world, we are experiencing grief and sorrow. We are experiencing deep fatigue 
and frustration. We are experiencing confusion and angst and fear about what to do 
with what we are seeing.  
  
Hear this word from God, as it comes to us through the prophet Isaiah: 
 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
   I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
   and the flame shall not consume you. 
For I am the Lord your God, 
   the Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 
[thus] 
Do not remember the former things, 



   or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
   and rivers in the desert… 
[I will] give drink to my chosen people, 
   the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. 

 
Friends, we know what is good and just. We know what is righteous and holy. We 
know that the prophets declare the word of God. That they invite us into the mind, 
the imagination of God. We know that they accuse us for falling short, but not so that 
we might perish. Their accusations are but calls, invitations to turn back to what we 
already know to be true. 
 
Deep within our beings God been planted God’s wisdom. Written God’s ways on our 
hearts. When we are still, when we are quiet, when we give ourselves over, we 
glimpse that wisdom, we detect a whisper, we perceive what is true. 
 
The lies of the world are like bricks and mortar, erectly walls within us and around 
us, keeping us from perceiving and living into our truth. These walls convince us 
that we are alone or that we are not enough. These walls communicate to us we are 
not responsible for or to our siblings.  
 
These walls divide us and prevent us from loving as God calls us to love, our 
neighbor and ourselves.  
 
The work we must do, thus, is to excavate the truth that is buried deep within each 
and every one of us. We must peel back and tear down the walls which keep us from 
perceiving what God is doing.  
 
These walls which keep us from perceiving the truth of our belovedness and our 
connectedness. The truth that, as Paul says, we are the body of Christ. Many 
members, one body. I am a part of you and you are a part of me. If you suffer, so too 
do I. And when you rejoice and you are healed, so too am I. 
 
This, my friends, is the holy blueprint for peaceable kingdom of God. And it resides 
within each and every one of us. And because of this we know what is good and just 
and holy.  
 
In the days to come, I encourage to find time for stillness. To find time to listen 
deeply for the whispers of the holy which attune us to our truth. I encourage you to 



trust that God is at work in our midst. That God is working around and within and 
through each and every one of us.  
 
My friends, God is doing a new thing. I pray that we might all perceive it.  
 
In the name of the Triune God who creates, sustains, and redeems us all. AMEN. 
 


