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The Preparation for the Word 
Before worship, speak with God. During worship, let God speak to you.  

Chimes 

Prelude    “Morning Has Broken” (Hymn #469)  
       “Blessed Assurance” (Hymn #341)                          
                                                                                                          Pam Hood, Interim Organist                                       

Welcome                                               The Rev. Sammie Evans, Pastor 

Moment for One Great Hour of Sharing                                   Todd Davidson, Elder 

Call to Worship                                                                     Amber Biscardi, Liturgist 
In silent sanctuaries, in our homes or apartments, wherever we are in these 
moments of worship, we trust that each and every morning, God waits to greet us 
with joy and wonder. 

  We awake to find ourselves enveloped in grace. 
During these days of isolation and worry, in this time of uncertainty and fear, 
Jesus challenges us with the possibility of faith. 

Even in these times of safe distancing and caring for others as well as 
ourselves, we can offer healing and hope to others. 

 And so we wait for the Lord, our soul waits, and in God’s word we hope;  
Our soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the 
morning, for with God there is steadfast love. 

  Let us worship God! 

Opening Hymn #9  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
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Call to Confession  
In these days, when we have more time to be worried and fearful, God longs for us 
to sit by the still waters of love. But our isolation confuses us, our loneliness 
heightens our doubts, and our doubts seem to lessen our ability to be children of 
God.  Let us bring our prayers to the One who will restore us with goodness and 
mercy, as we pray together, saying, 

Prayer of Confession  
Loving God, there are days when our bones feel dry and parched and 
we forget to stop to drink in your living water and grace. There are 
other days when we are overflowing and full and forget to share that 
grace with others. 
God of forgiveness, have mercy on us and open our senses to your 
presence among us whether we are parched or quenched.  Help us to 
remember that you meet us where we are just as we are, and that you 
challenge us to do the same for others.  

Silence 

Assurance of Pardon          The Rev. Sharon LeClaire, Stated Supply Pastor 

Passing of the Peace Liturgy  
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
  May we receive and offer the peace that Christ offers. 
 The peace of Christ be with our neighbors, our friends, and our families. 
  And also with you. 
 The peace of Christ be with the stranger, our enemies, those who are feared. 
  And also with you. 
 The peace of Christ be with the world and all of God’s beloved. 
  And also with you.  

Sisters, brothers, and siblings in Christ, let us be at peace with ourselves and with 
all who we meet.  
 Amen. 

We Listen To God’s Word 

The Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 The Valley of Dry Bones 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to 
me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said 
to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
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shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.’  
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude.  
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  

Anthem                “Send Me A Sign”                                                      David Crowder Band  
                                                                              Stephanie & Jeremy Easton, vocals & guitar 

Children’s Sermon                   Mary Jo Blazek, Church School Administrator 

The Gospel Reading        John 11:1-45 
 The Death of Lazarus 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not 
lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was.  

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, 
‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The 
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
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sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’  
 Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’  
 Jesus Weeps 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to 
weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’  
 Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’  
 The Plot to Kill Jesus 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him.  
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Sermon                                                                                 The Rev. Sammie Evans 

We Respond to the Good News 

Call for the Offering 
Use Stone’s PayPal account via the 
“donate” button at 
https://www.stonechurch.org/; keep in 
mind that PayPal takes 2.9% + 30¢ per 
transaction of the amount as a service fee, 
so you may want to adjust your gift 
accordingly. 

Use your own PayPal account to “send 
money” to 
office_manager@stonechurch.org, using 
“friends and family” and your checking 
account, for which there are no fees. 
Enter a memo to specify the reason for 
the donation.  

Sign-up for an automatic withdrawal 
from your checking. Contact 
office_manager@stonchurch.org for 
more info. 

Use your bank's online bill pay to send a 
check to Stone Church. 

Snail mail your check:  
1937 Lincoln Ave, SJ Ca 95125 

Drop off your check at the office, or in the 
mail box outside the office door. 

Offertory   “Jesus Savior, Pilot Me”                              arr. Robbie Seay Band 
                                                                              Stephanie & Jeremy Easton, vocals & guitar 

Dedication of the People and Their Gifts Hymn #592     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Savior, Holy Ghost. 

Prayer of Dedication            

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer               The Rev. Sharon LeClaire  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

We Go Out in God’s Name 

Closing Hymn #132  “Come, Great God of All the Ages”  
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Charge and Benediction 

Postlude       “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” (Hymn #298) 
 

ASL Interpreter ~  

Original bulletin art created by Willow Glen Artist Lynden Keith Johnson. 
Artist Note: Here is an equation which exemplifies my experience at Stone Church: 
unity in diversity = belonging in congregation. For my Lenten discipline I am 
creating images which attempt to give visual meaning to the equation. 
 
Music – All rights reserved A706560 
 
 


